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The Wise Men and You 


By Frances McKinnon Morton 


AVE you come with the Wise Men, friend, to-day 
And followed with them the Christmas Star? 
Have you knelt in the desert place to pray 
And turned your back on the Country Far— 


The Country Far, where we all forget, 
As oft they did in the days of old, 
The King of Love, who is living yet 
And calls for our gifts of spice and gold? 


Oh, friend, if you have not seen His Star, 
Nor set your feet in the Wise Men’s way, 

Look up and out where His signals are 
And follow the Star of His love to-day! 


SRILA 


The popular Times Question Quarterly for 
pupils costs only 10 cents each. Order your 
supply for the First Quarter of 1917 now. 





Good News for the Times Family 


Everybody knows that the price of. paper has 
soared to unheard-of figures. The paper used by 
The Sunday School Times in 1916 has ~- advanced 
nearly eighty percent in price for 1917. Add eighty 
percent to the present paper bill of about twenty-five 
thousand dollars a year, and you have an increase 
that at once suggests an increase in subscription rates 
as a business necessity. 

But in spite of this extraordinary state of things 
the management did not give up the hope that a way 
would be found by which The Sunday School Times 
family might be spared this addition to the family 
expenses, even though an increase of twenty-five or 
fifty cents in subscription rates would not’ burden 
any one member very much. 


And such a way has been found. There will be at 
present no increase in subscription rates. . 

A special paper selected for 1917 makes this possi- 
ble,—a paper with an agreeable finish and good color, 
with even better printing qualities than the paper in 
this issue. While the new paper will cost for the year 
several thousand dollars more than the paper-supply 
in 1916, this extra cost will be borne by The Sunday 


School Times Company, and not by the subscribers. 


In view of the unsettled and complicated world- 
conditions it is futile to try to predict what factors 
may have to be taken into account as the year 1917 
unfolds; therefore let readers everywhere tell their 
friends that this is the time to subscribe at the old 
rates; to enlarge school clubs; to start new clubs; to 
renew one’s own subscription, and to send in the 
names of friends to whom any would like to have 
specimen copies sent. 

One of the biggest factors in making a later in- 
crease in subscription rates unnecessary will be your 
immediate and hearty co-operation in greatly extend- 
ing the present circulation. 

ar 

Extreme Language 

No book in the world dares to go as far as the 
Bible. No book is able to. Some one has said, “The 
poet Keats sighs for a ‘fairer word than fair, and a 
brighter word: than bright,’ but in the glorious Gospel 
we have all the superkative speech of God.” When 
the Holy Spirit, in this Book of his, talks about things 
that are bright and right and good, he makes them 
better than the mind of man could ever conceive, until 
he’ just has to leave us with the assurance, “exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think.” And 
when he tells of things that are dark and wrong and 
bad, he shows them to be of such'‘a hopeless black- 
ness as no man could know except as the holy God 
reveals it. What we have in Christ, and what we lose 
without Christ, can only be described in the extreme 
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language of inspiration. How we should praise God 
that he was willing to write such a book! 


= 
When We Must Punish 


It is well to pray before we punish. For in any 
act of punishing another, whether that other be child 
or grown person, we ought to stand in the place of 
God. And if we would represent God’s will and ex- 
press God’s love, we must make. sure that we know 
his will by asking him for it, and let him show forth 
his love in us and through us. by claiming it. So it 
is that “Chastening the child should be done in the 
fear of the Lord. Chastening by the father and the 
mother should always be done near the closet door, 
first inside the door.” Some punishments will not be 
administered after we have first -subjected them 
wholly to God’s will. Others, when administered, 
will carry with them a blessing that could never be 
had apart from prayer. The. punishment that ex- 
presses self, not God, must be punished ‘by God. 


— 
God’s Commonplaces 


“Isn’t it wonderful?” we exclaim, of a blessing 
from God. But it would be still more “wonderful” 
if the blessing were not sent. “It’s just like Him,” 
said some one of a blessing of this sort. And an- 
other has pointed out that it is indeed the common- 
place thing for God to take care of us; just as com- 
monplace as it is for a mother to take care of her 
helpless babe. A mother who does not do so is ab- 
normal. Our God could not be God and fail to take 
care of.us. His provision for our every need is per- 
fect; whether our-needs are all met depends upon 
our attitude toward him, not upon his attitude toward 
us. So,.if we will accept them, the commonplaces of 
God’s life are the glory of our life. 
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God’s Christmas Gifts of Peace 


men, that ran somewhat as follows: “I’m glad 
to tell you,” said-one, “that I’ve got peace with 
God at last. I’ve taken Jesus Christ as my Saviour.” 

“I’m glad to hear that,” said the other; “but I’ve 
got something better than that.” 

“Better than peace with God?” asked the first in 
surprise. 

“Yes,” was the reply, “for have not only peace 
with God, but I Haye the peace .. God.” 

“T see,” said the first, “that is better.” 

“But wait a minute; I have something better still,” 
went on his friend. 

“What do you mean?” 

“Why,” was. the answer, “I have the God of 
peace.” 

And that was-best ofall. Peace with God is good— 
only God knows how good. The peace of God is 
better. But the God of peace-is best. And God 
offers all three of these blessings to all who will re- 
ceive them as, his Christmas gifts. 

Every unsaved soul is at war with God. And it is 
a losing fight for such a soul—that is the tragedy of 
it. He is cut off from God, in whom alone there is 
eternal. life. He is cut off from blessing, and joy, 
and everything worth while: Infinitely truer than 
its awful truth as to merely physical battles was the 
grim word of the war veteran Sherman that “war 
is hell”; for that is exactly what the ending of war 
against God is, if persisted in to the end. 

And the lost,soul, “having no hope and without 
God in the world,” cannot stop warring with God. 
He cannot shake off the bondage of his warfare, “be- 
cause the mind of the flesh is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can it be” (Rom. 8:7). If the war is to end, there- 
fore, and if the sin-enbondaged man cannot end it, 
God must provide a way for its ending. And that is 
what God has done. The first Christmas message 
told the Good News. . The very Gospel, or Good 


Tx story is told of a conversation between two 





News, is “the gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15). The 
wonderful Christmas gift was sung aloud by the 
“multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, 


And on earth peace among men in whom he is 
well pleased” (Luke 2: 13, .14). 


The war with God ends for those who accept God’s 
Christmas gift, Jesus our Saviour.. We accept our 
Saviour and our salvation by simple faith; and “be- 
ing therefore justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1). 
The tragic conflict is over. The black gulf of sep- 
aration is closed up by the shining person of Christ. 
And “now in Christ Jesus ye that once: were far off 
are made nigh in the blood of Christ. For he is our 
peace” (Eph. 2:13, 14). It is all “of God, who rec- 
onciled us to himself through Christ” (2 Cor. 5: 18) ; 
and the first great Christmas blessing is ours: we 
have peace with God. 

Now the strange, sad thing is that so many true 
Christians, who have thus passed out of death into 
life through Christ’ as their Saviour-peace with God, 
know little of peace in their own lives. Their fatal 
war with God is ended. The first Christmas peace is 
theirs. But their lives are uneasy, troubled, restless, 
anxious, often filled with fears and distresses of mind 
and soul. They have many burdens, and their life 
is borne down by these. And all the time Christ, 
God’s Christmas gift to them, is waiting for them 
to accept the second of the Christmas gifts that go 
with him and that belong to them. For if “He... 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not also with him freely give us 
all things?” (Rom. 8: 32.) 

The troubled life is not the normal Christian life. 
A few hours before the greatest calamity, from every 
human standpoint, that ever came into the life of 
Christ and his disciples, he said to them, with un- 
troubled spirit: “Peace I leave with you; my peace 
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I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be fearful” (John.14:27). Have we realized that 
God’s Christmas offer to us is unbroken, miraculous 
peace at all times and in all ae af Have you let 
“the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that ye may abound in hope, in the power 
of the Holy Spirit”? (Rom. 15:13.) This Christmas 
peace in our Seas is supernatural, wholly a miracle. 
Only God’s Spirit can accomplish it. But it is just 
what he pledges himself to do in those branches that 
abide in the Vine; for “the fruit of the Spirit is... 
peace” (Gal. 5:22). 

What is the secret? God gives us the answer. It 
is that we stop bearing our burdens and let Christ 
bear them for us; that is what-he came for. He asks 
us to trust him really, fully, to the uttermost. He 
tells us to yield up to him all our anxieties, saying “In 
nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts 
and your thoughts in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7). 

So the second of God’s Christmas gifts is “inward 
peace, the state of soul of that believer who, having 
entered into peace with God through faith it. Christ, 
has also committed to God through prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving all his anxieties.” 

But the Blesser is always better than the best of 
his blessings. God’s Christmas gifts include not only 
our being at peace with him, and our having his very 
peace in our hearts, but our having himself, the God 
of peace, dwelling within us as our actual life. 
“These things have I spoken unto you,” said Christ that 
night before-his crucifixion, “that in me ye may have 

‘ peace” (John 16: 33). After all, Christ never gives us 
any spiritual blessings apart from himself. We may 
say it reverernittly—he cannot. Our peace with God is 
possible only when we accept the Son, who is at one 
with God because he is God, as our life. “He that 
hath the Son hath the life” (i John 5:12). And the 

“peace of God in our hearts is possible because Christ, 

' the God of peace, is in our hearts. When we read, 

“Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times in all ways” (2 Thess. 3:16) we must remem- 
ber that he can do this only by giving us “all there 
is'of himself”: Christ in-his fulness. 

So God asks us to let his Christmas Gift become 
our life, doing away with and replacing that other, 
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sinful life that was so hopelessly at war with him, 
that we may say “I have been crucified with Christ; 
and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me” (Gal. 2:20). Then comes to pass, through the 
blessed mystery of our actual union with Christ, that 
marvelous benediction: “Now the God of peace, who 
brought again from the dead the great shepherd of 
the sheep with the blood of an eternal covenant, even 
our Lord Jesus, make you perfect in every good thing 
to do his will, working in us that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
be Py glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Heb. 13: 
20, 21). , 

The three-fold peace of God! “Thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). Have you 
accepted it all? -Are you resting, in quiet faith in His 
inviolable Word, for your peace with God, for the 
peace of God, and for the God of peace? And are 
you looking forward, eagerly, longingly, to “that day” 
against which you have committed everything unto 
him, persuaded that he is able to guard it all? 
(2 Tim. 1:12.) That is the day when he shall be 
manifested, and “we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him even as he is” (1 John 3:2). That is the 
day when this earth, which belongs to the Lord 


“Jesus but has not yet been claimed by him, will for 


the first time since man fell begin to know the peace 
which only the Prince of Peace can bring. The child 
is born; the son is given; and his name is Prince 
of Peacé. But he has not yet begun that reign of 
peace of which “there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to establish 
it, and-to uphold it with justice and with righteous- 
ness from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
Jehovah of hosts will perform this” when’to the 
three-fold Christmas gift of peace he adds the peace 
that the whole world will know at his coming. 

Whosoever will may take God’s three-fold Christ- 
mas gift now. We may come to Christ, and come all 
the way, so that when he comes to us and for us 
“we may have boldness, and not be ashamed before 
him at his coming.” At this Christmas season the 
church of Christ joins with God in the great invita- 
tion to a lost world. “And the Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And he that heareth, let him say, Come. 
And he that is athirst, let him come: he that will, let 
him take the water of life freely. .. . He who testi- 
fietl: these things saith, Yea: I come quickly. Amen: 
come, Lord Jesus.” 





Life Insurance from the 
Christian’s Standpoint 


For two reasons, both based on conscientious grounds, 
I could never get my consent to invest in or carry life 
insurance. First, it has always occurred to me that 
there is an element of chance in it that gives it the 
character of gambling. And second, it is clear to my 
mind that it is in contravention of the spirit and teach- 
ings of God’s Word. Will you please give me your 
opinion of it from the Christian’s standpoint? Show me, 
if you can, how it can be reconciled with the law as laid 
down by our Saviour in the last sixteen verses of the 
sixth chapter of Matthew.—An Alabama Attorney. 


“Be not anxious for the morrow,” said Jesus in the 
passage mentioned, which is a part of the Sermon on 
the Mount. And again, “Lay not up for yourself 
treasures upon the earth, . . . but lay up for your- 
selves treasures in heaven.” “Be not anxious for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on.” 

Do these commands of Christ forbid life insurance 
to the Christian? If they do, then they forbid bring- 
ing home food to-night for breakfast to-morrow 
morning. 

No, our Lord was not telling his followers not to 
take proper steps to provide for the needs of them- 
selves and those dependent upon them. He was mak- 
ing two points here. First, do not let your “treas- 
ures,” your heart-interests, be in things of this earth, 
but in the things of heaven and eternity. Second, 
putting the kingdom and the righteousness of God 
into the supreme place in your life, trust him futly 
to meet all your needs, earthly as well as heavenly, 
temporal as well as spiritual; and don’t worry. “The 
Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious; but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving let your requests be made known unto 
eee ek And my God shall supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:'5, 6, 19). 

Now the: Christian who, through complete sur- 
render to Christ and entire faith in him, has let 
Christ deliver him from the sin of worry and anx- 
iety, and has let Christ be supreme in his life, has a 
duty to provide, under the guidance and in the 
strength of Christ, every temporal need for which he 





is responsible. 
any individual Christian to carry life insurance; he 


It may or it may not be the duty of 


is to seek God’s guidance as to this. But the prin- 
ciple of life insurance would not seem to be different 
from the principle of any proper providing to-day 
for the needs of to-morrow. And life insurance is 
not gambling. It is a joining with others in a plan 
for the mutual protection of and provision for the 
needs of all. The modern forms of life insurance 
make possible the realization of the money invested 
in various ways, either in the lifetime of the insured 
or the insurer, or after death, according to the need. 


x 
Can the Moon Smite? 


Kindly tell me the meaning of the last clause of the 
verse, “The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night”? (Psa. 121: 6.) The question was asked 
by an uneducated German in my Sunday-school class, 
and he is anxiously awaiting the reply.—A Nebraska 
Teacher. 


It is not alone uneducated Germans that have had 
difficulty with this clause. One of the greatest of all 
German Biblical scholars, who published an exten- 
sive commentary on the Psalms, explained that the 
moon is introduced in this verse simply on account of 
a parallelism or attraction, to supplement the mention 
of the sun. In this, as in many other cases of 
Biblical interpretation, great learning is only a hin- 
drance to arriving at the meaning. Many a well- 
studied conclusion of the Biblical scholar, worked 
out in the seclusion of a German or American study, 
would quickly dissolve under the rays of the Eastern 
sun, or even in the light of the Eastern moon. It is 
exceedingly difficult to make many experiences of the 
Bible writers fit into the logic of Western scholars 
who have not had the experience. 

The moon, though shining (when full) with an in- 
tensity less than one-half millionth of that of the 
sun, does nevertheless “smite by night.” In lands 
where the inhabitants—particularly the Western in- 
habitants—need to keep in the friendly shelter of 
their houses during several hours when the sun’s 
rays are at their height, these same Westerners find 
it unwise to remain in the light of that sun when 
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reflected from the moon during the night. One of 
the editors of the Times asked a missionary friend 
who has worked for years in India for his opinion 
on this verse, and he writes.as follows: 


“I do not know very much of the theory nor the 
science of this matter, but have had some experience 
with the aforesaid moon. While the Indians them- 
selves do not seem to be so susceptible to the effect 
of the moon, many Europeans find it necessary when 
sleeping in the open'to protect themselves from the 
direct rays of the moon. know persons who are 
afflicted with a severe headache after having been so 
exposed and have had such experience myself 
although I am not as susceptible as many others. 
There are other Europeans who seem to feel no evil 
effects from such exposure. There is a superstition 


. among the people of India, as among many .other 


races, that exposure to the direct rays of the moon 
may, under certain circumstances, affect the mind 
for,evil. 

“Dé course you will see that what I have written 
above is not for quotation but for your information. 
Even I know that the moon does not have any ‘rays.’” 


And so we have in this verse another illustration 
of a primary law of Bible interpretation, that the 
direct, obvious meaning of a Bible passage may safely 
be taken as the correct interpretation unless there are 
clear reasons for understanding it otherwise. 


x 


4 
What About the Princeton 
Conference Report? 

On September second I sent you a money order for 
the sum of fifty cents to pay for one copy of the re- 
port of the Princeton Conference, but have not.as yet 
received it. If the report is not yet ready for distribu- 
tion, please advise me when I can expect a copy.—A New 
York Reader. 

I was deeply interested in the account in your paper 
of the Princeton Conference; and answered your invita- 
tion to send on my name as one who wished one of the 
printed copies, though I have failed to read that they 
were ready for sale. I wanted a copy for my pastor. 
Enclosed you will find fifty sents in stamps. I am afraid 
I may miss a copy if I postpone sending for it.—An In- 
diana Teacher. 

Kindly let me know if I can purchase from you the 
report of the Princeton Conference addresses. I sin- 
cerely hope that I am not too late in my endeavor to 
obtain one.—A New Jersey Reader. 


The New Jersey reader, who wrote in October, is 
in ample time to secure a copy of the 1916 report of 
Princeton Conference, the first volume -to be pub- 
lished on this Conference, which began in 1913. 

As this paper goes to press, the printers are busy 
putting the type of the book into page form, and the 
binders are completing the attractive cloth covers. It 
is expected that the volume will be ready for use as 
a Christmas gift, and it is possible that it may be 
ready for delivery by about the middle of December. 

In connection with the articles on Princeton Con- 
ference published last August in The Sunday School 
Times, announcement was. made that a full report of 
the addresses and other information would be put 
into book form, and that requests might be sent to 
The Sunday School Times-to reserve a copy, as the 
edition would be limited. A number of factors made 
the time of publication of the book uncertain, and it 
was not intended that readers ‘should send their 
money until the book was ready; but many, like the 
New York and Indiana readers, ordered a copy and 
paid for it. The Sunday School Times regrets the 
long delay that has caused disappointment to them 
and others. 

The addresses to be published will include two 
powerful messages from Dr. C. I. Scofield, four 
studies in the book of Hebrews by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, a series of six addresses on the Victorious 
Life by Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, two vivid word 
pictures of the evangelistic work among soldiers by 
Mr. Ralph C. Norton, besides addresses by Mrs. Nor- 
ton, Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, and others. In addition to all these, the book 
will include the articles on the Conference that have 
appeared in The Sunday School Times, with the 
sketch of the 1915 Conference published last year. 
And there will be other features in the volume, which 
as the first report of the conference to be published 
will make a book of permanent value. Its title is 
“Victory in- Christ at Princeton Conference.” In 
spite of the enormous increase in the cost of materials 
that go into the making of a book, it has been found 
possible to manufacture the’ book, including a cloth 
cover, so as to sell it for 50 cents, which is about cost 
price. 

One business man who attended Princeton Con- 
ference is planning to send this book to many of his 
friends as a Christmas remembrance. A number of 
his friends whom he will thus remember are foreign 
missionaries, and a letter has gone to them saying 
that the book will reach them—in foreign lands—a 
little after Christmas. Others may want to follow 


the example of this business man, or of the Indiana 
reader who is ordering a copy for her pastor. 

















LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Isa. 9: 27) 








lA Doctor’s Christmas Treatment for *Dead-Beats” 


One physician answers another’s perplexing question about patients who won't pay 
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considerable experience with the class of patients 

rather disrespectfully denominated “dead-beats.” 
They are encountered, I have no doubt, in other 
walks of life also, and it must be confessed that some 
of the characteristics displayed are not the most at- 
tractive. 

It is, nevertheless, my clear conviction that a 
Christian physician is not justified in refusing his 
services to a patient upon the ground of his dis- 
honesty and ingratitude. On-the contrary these con- 
stitute all the stronger claim upon his services. 

Among the many with whom I have discussed the 
subject I recall only one man who concurs in this 
view. I would not, therefore, be dogmatic in what 
I may say, but simply present this statement of my 
own conviction in the matter, and a few of my rea- 
sons for holding it. ; 

A Christian physician does not belong to himself. 
He belongs to Christ. He lives upon a plane alto- 
gether different from and higher than the non-Chris- 
tian, whether physician or layman. 

If the physician is a Christian, he is—or ought to 
be—a surrendered Christian. Having therefore 
acknowledged the right of Christ to the entire 
mastery of his life, he has given himself and all that 
he has.and is to God. This includes his will, his time, 
his practise, his money. Henceforth the supreme aim 
and purpose of such a man in life is the will and 
glory of God. He is a servant of Christ, an ex- 
ponent of Christ’s life—or rather should I not say, 
a channel through which Christ may manifest His 
life to others. 

This simplifies for me the whole problem. As a 
physician, I am to be just a medium through which 
Christ would minister to the needs, spiritual or physi- 
cal, of others; and I must, therefore, be guided by 
the precepts and principles of my Lord Jesus in every 
relationship in life. 


God to be the Paymaster 

If this surrender is a. real, practical thing, it is 
obvious that nothing can now come into the life 
except what God sends or permits to come. His 
patients are looked upon as sent to him by God. He 
desires to minister to them as though he were doing 
it for Christ.and- to Christ.- He looks not to the 
patient, but to God, for the supply of his needs,—his 
remuneration, if you will. He knows that God will 
give what -is needed, and through human agencies. 
But. it is no longer his concern through which pa- 
tients or when it comes. And if some patients. do not 
pay, what of it? The service is not rendered pri- 
marily for money, but for the glory of God. And 
God, who has taken charge of the matter, is faithful. 
It can be confidently left in prayer with Him. CU 

This must not be regarded as chimerical, or vis- 
ionary, or impracticable. Some of us have tried it. 
It is not only the Christian physician’s privilege to 
do this, but it is his duty, as it seems to me. 

Furthermore, it may be in God’s plan to give the 
erring brother, through the yielded branch, the 
physician, a display of the fruit of the Spirit, such as 
love, patience, longsuffering, kindness. Something 
in the demeanor of the doctor may touch the better 
side of the man’s nature, and thus be used of the 
Lord Jesus to win the soul to the Father. The 
spiritual aspect and potentialities of a physician’s 
ministry transcendently exceed the humanitarian or 
medical. And to my mind the former illuminates and 
gives meaning to the latter. This leads me to observe 
that every man, however forbidding and unpromis- 
ing his exterior, or however unmoral his conduct, is 
susceptible to love expressed in patience and kindli- 
ness. That is how God won us. By showing him 
kindness and respect we are much more likely to 
appeal to his better qualities. 

If, however, we refuse our services, we offend and 
estrange him. The channei of influence is closed. 
There will be nothing gained by this method. It will 
not correct his faults. Austerity and a “better-than- 
thou” attitude will not get at the root of the trouble. 

From experience I am convinced it is better to look 
for the good in every one; and this is possible if we 
ourselves keep looking unto jesus. “It is like a man 
who has been gazing straight at the sun in the sky, 
when he turns to look at other objects he sees the 
sun’s disc shining in them.” 

I am somewhat familiar with the arguments ad- 
vanced against the course here advocated. Generally 
speaking, they seem to me to be based upon the 
question of justice, or the encouragement this will 
give such individuals, or the moral and religious 
duty of compelling our brother to comport himself 
honorably toward us. 


, [: COMMON with most physicians, Ihave had 
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poor, regardless 

or not at all,” is perplexed as to how to deal 
with those who wilfully to “the 
‘dead-beat’ class.”’ His letter to the 
published and discussed last week in Notes on 
Open Letters. Another physician-reader of the 
Times—a leading practitioner in his community 
—at the Editor’s request gives his conviction 
and experience in diagnosing and treating the 

‘spiritual disease of this class of patients. 








I confess I am not deeply impressed by such rea- 
sons. Jesus did not shape his conduct toward others 
by any consideration of their behavior toward him. 
Luke 6: 28-41 throws a great deal.of light on this 

uestion for any one who will earnestly and prayer- 
fully read it: “Bless them that. curse you, pray for 
them that despitefully use you. To him that smiteth 
thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and from 
him that taketh away thy cloak withhold not thy 
coat also. Give to every one that asketh thee; and 
of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not 
again. And as ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye also to them likewise. And if ye love them 
that love you, what thank have ye? for even sinners 
love those that love them. And if ye do good to 
them that do good to you, what thank have ye? for 
even sinners do the same. And if ye lend to them 
of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? 
even sinners lend to sinners, to receive again as 
much. But love your enemies, and do them good, and 
lend, never despairing; and your reward shall be 
great, and ye shall be sons of the Most High: for he 
is kind toward the unthankful and evil. Be ye mer- 
ciful, even as your Father is merciful. And judge 
not, and ye shall not be judged: and condemn not, 
and ye shall not be condemned: release, and ye shall 
be released: give, and it shall be given unto you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, run- 
ning over, shall they give into your bosom. For with 
what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you 
again. And he spake also a parable unto them, Can 
the blind guide the blind? shall they not both fall 
into a pit? The disciple is not above his teacher: 
but every one when he is perfected shall be as his 
teacher. And why beholdest thou the mote that is 
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye?” 

Again, I think it hardly consistent to draw the line 
against dishonesty and ingratitude, and not against 
other sins springing from the same root. They are 
symptoms only of a spiritual disorder, and indicate 
that the patient is qut of touch with Christ. God 
means us, I think, at times to diagnose and treat 
spiritual as well as physical disorders in our patients. 

What is, after all, when scrutinized, the motive 
which actuates us in refusing services? Is it love? 
Is it a simple and entire regard for the will and glory 
of God? There is, so far as I know, nothing in 
God’s Word to encourage us always to expect hon- 
esty and gratitude from others. The motive will 
likely be found to be unlove. I fear we are a little 
like the unjust steward. It is easy enough to be kind 
to those who are lovable; it is a better test of our 
relationship to Christ to be kind to the evil and un- 
appreciative. It takes the love of God in the heart to 
do that; or to pray for those who despitefully use us. 
But aftér all, the harsh treatment really does not 
touch us, if we are in Christ. It touches our Lord. 


When I Refused My Services 


Formerly, when I personally refused these people, 
as I sometimes did, I had the sense of defeat, of hav- 
ing failed to do the big thing; and worst of ail, by 
not being true to Christ, of having prevented him 
from exhibiting through me the love and patience of 
his heart toward them. It did not seem, and I cannot 
think it, like Jesus. 

On the other hand, it is surprising what satisfac- 
tion and joy is to be had in giving our service under 
such circumstances, when done for Jesus’ sake. It 
throws us back and in on Christ our Life for 
strength; and we feel our ieart enlarging toward 
them, and our reward comes to us in an inward peace 
and joy at finding Christ doing for you what you 
cannot do of yourself. It is assuredly true that we 
are enriched as we give out for God. No act done 
out of love for Him ever falls fruitless to the ground. 

We need have no fear that this course of action 
will cause us to be inundated with these cases. God 
will see to it that only such demands shall come as 


shall be for His glory. To a yielded Christian that 
consideration is academic. 

The question may be asked:. “What are the prac- 
tical results of such an attitude? What concrete in- 
stances have been observed in your own practise as 
examples of its value?” : 

This is not an easy question to answer, for it is 
hard to draw inferences or form conclusions in mat- 
ters of this kind. For one thing, the clientele of a 
general practitioner in a large suburban community 
undergoes marked changes in the course of a few 
years. People come and go; and many are perma- 
nently lost sight of. My impression is that this class 
we are discussing is quite migratory. Also, it is not 
easy, even were one so disposed, to judge the mo- 
tives of people who pay you. And I fancy that the 
best and most enduring results are likely to be for 
a time intangible, or at least may not seem to the 
physician to have borne fruit. 

am, however, convinced that there have been 
many instances of response to such treatment in my 
own practise. 


How Does It Work Out? 


A few weeks before the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times asked me this question a young 
woman who for ten years had owed me an unpaid 
balance on her account, came into my office, of her 
own volition, and made a payment on her bill. She 
said she had felt bitter, and had declared she would 
never pay me. So far as I know she had no cause 
for such feeling. But something had evidently come 
over her, for she was now friendly and apologetic. She 
commented upon the fact that I had always spoken 
politely to her on the street. I may parenthetically 
add that I am not so certain that she returned the 
salute. Perhaps two or three weeks later she re- 
turned and made another payment amd promised to 
pay the balance shortly... Something has caused her 
to change her feeling and attitude toward me. 

A young man had owed me a large bill_for several 
years.. I believe he owed his former ‘physician also 
a good-sized bill. In addition to owing me for con- 
siderable service, he had told me an untruth, and 
seemed to show little gratitude or honesty. -For a 
year or more, as I recall; he did not call.me to attend 
his family. I made it a.matter of prayer, as I do in 
all these cases. .One night he came to the office de- 
siring further service for his family: He said he 
knew I was a Christian, and he was now trying<also 
to live as a Christian. He paid me something for the 
later services, but nothing as yet on the old account: 
His wife seemed grateful always, and mortified. So 
far as I know, I retained them until they removed 
from the town. 

Others have paid their bills, when I felt it was 
entirely the result of prayer. I collect now a larger 
percentage of my accounts, and I see fewer of these 
cases than formerly. Doubtless as the years go on in- 
stances will multiply confirming the value of this 
attitude. I shall be satisfied if in heaven the Lord 
7 points me to some evidente of its eternal value. 

would not exchange my present course for the old 
one; nor my present peace and satisfaction for the 
old rancorous, resentful feelings. 

Such a view of this matter as I have been express- 
ing would not have been possible for me a few years 
ago. My conception of our relationship to Christ 
and to our fellow-men was not then such as could 
have thus influenced and shaped my present course 
of conduct. But in His light we see light more 
clearly. About five years ago, the blessed Spirit re- 
vealed Christ to me in an utterly new and wondrous 
light. Through the human agencies of two well- 
known Bible teachers, I was led to study the fifteenth 
of John. Who can express the unutterable meaning 
of the Vine and the branch in that marvelous 
chapter ! 4 

Oh, the eternal wonder of it! Christ Jesus our 
Life, our only, our entire Life! The heavenly experi- 
ence now and here of abiding in Christ and of know- 
ing that he abides in us. That because of his abiding 
in us, he can break the shackles and liberate us from 
the thraldom and tyranny of sin; that he abides to 
keep for us the commandments which he gave and 
which we were totally unable to keep of ourselves. 
That we might bé filled with his own joy, that 
through that abiding in us he might display through 
us, aS a vine through its branches, those life-giving 
fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, long suffering. 
I saw something of the wondrous simplicity of the 
purpose of God for and with us, created for his own 
indwelling that we might have communion and fel- 
lowship with him now and forever, and bear fruit; 
so that through us he might win back to himself 
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through the manifested life of Jesus drawing them, 
those for whom he gave his all. This came new to 
me five years ago. It transformed and clarified my 
conception of life and its relationships. 

How it does sweeten and gild and transfigure every 
hard circumstance of the daily routine of the physi- 
cian, and suffuse it all with a richness and glory, to 
realize that we are in Christ, workers together with 
him; ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
entreating by us; channels for the manifestation of 
the mercy and love of God to others. As we abide 
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in Christ in trustful, obedient fellowship, experienc- 
ing the consciousness of his presence and felt love, 
our hearts go out in compassion for those who know 
not this heavenly bliss. Then these questions seem 
petty, and fall impotently away, “in the light that 
streams from our Redeemer’s face.” 


“To love is boundless freedom. ‘It is life 
From self enfranchised, opening every vein 
To let in glory from above, and give 
What we receive in fragrance, color, fruit,— 
Life which is heaven’s; ourselves dead matter else. 





Two Girls—and a Christmas Eve 


What Corinne learned between terms 


er 


By Lulu Linton 








ideal Christmas scene. But Corinne Gates saw 

none of the beauty as she stared angrily from 
the windows of the passenger coach that was merely 
a “trailer” of the mixed train which she had been 
compelled to take in order to reach home in time 
for Christmas Eve festivities. And she might have 
been spared all the discomforts of the trip. She 
hadn’t wanted to go to college, but her hard-hearted 
parents had forced her into it. It was just a foolish 
notion, this making her grind through four long 
years, as if she would have to earn her living! 

She was not going back—that was settled! 

She would tell father and mother that she had 
gone one whole term to please them, and if they 
really loved her they would not insist upon sending 
her bask: She would explain to them how useless 
it was for their daughter to delve along with peo- 
ple who had no plans for the future except hard 
work. As it was, her Christmas was spoiled, for 
the old train had simply crawled over these hills, 
and she was tired to death. It was growing dusk, 
and she was still many miles from home. It would 
be just like fate to leave her- stranded out here 
on some hill, as a grand climax for all her grievances. 

As if in response to her thought, there came a 
dragging, bumping sound, followed by a crash which 
threw her off the seat into the aisle. 

She scrambled to her feet and rushed to the door 
just as a brakeman ran along with his lantern. 
“Wreck!” he called briefly, and ran on. 

The old conductor came next, and stopped to 
explain to her that one of the big coal: cars had 
broken down. They could neither go on nor go back 
until the broken car and the coal were out of the 
way, so she had better go back into the coach where 
she could keep warm. 


ORINNE sat quite still, for what seemed to her a 
long time, then she heard a girl’s voice asking: 
“Were there any passengers in the coach?” 

“Yes, one girl” the old conductor answered. “Go 
in and cheer her up.” 

The door opened, and the girl came in. She was 
strong and capable looking, and her gray eyes were 
full of sympathy. 

“IT am Hilda Burke, and I live near here,” was 
her simple introduction. “I came to take the pas- 
sengers to my home for supper.” 

“I thank you,” Corinne said, in dignified tone, 
“but we'll be going right on. I must get home—for 
it’s Christmas Eve.” 

The other girl laughed; then said: “Excuse me, 
but I couldn’t help it. I happened to know that it 
was Christmas Eve, and I don’t blame you for 
wanting to get home—but come outside and take a 
look at your train, then you won’t be nervous about 
going to supper.” 

After one glance at the wrecked car Corinne knew 
why it had sounded ridiculous for her to say that 
she was going right on. 

“Comé round to the other side, and see what 


"Tite snow-covered hills and valleys made an 


weve got to be thankful for,” the conductor called. 


hey stepped around the end of the last car, and 
as she looked over the edge of the deep gorge, down 
to where a river rushed noisily over the rocks, 
Corinne shuddered, and clung to the arm of her 
new acquaintance. 

“It’s pretty deep, and it would have taken so 
little———” 

“Yes, but it didn’t,” Hilda interrupted him, pat- 
ting the hand that was shaking on her arm. “And 
now she is going home with me for a hot supper, 
and after that it won’t seem so terrible.” 

“Better accept that invitation,” the conductor ad- 
vised. “No hope of moving on very soon, and we'll 
let you know in plenty of time. 

He brought out Corinne’s traveling bag and a long 
box that had been in the rack above her seat. 

Hilda helped carry the things, for Corinne stum- 
bled along in the snow over the strange road. When 
they reached the farm-house there was a big fire 
in the sitting-room grate, and a smell of coffee and 
food cooking came in from the kitchen. A man 


sat in an arm-chair near the fire, wrapped in a 
heavy comforter, and Corinne saw that his hands 
were drawn and swollen with rheumatism, but he 
gave her a cheerful welcome, and the woman who 
bustled in from the kitchen shook hands cordially 
with the unexpected guest. Then Hilda went to 
assist with the supper, leaving Mr. Burke to enter- 
tain Corinne. She was surprised to find that he 
could converse well, bringing up many topics with 
which she was unfamiliar because of her careless 
reading. 

Presently Hilda announced supper, and drew her 
father’s chair gently into the kitchen, and sat beside 
him at table, helping him in a way that made his 
crippled condition less noticeable. After the boun- 
tiful meal, which Corinne really enjoyed, Hilda 
packed a big basket of food, and filled a covered 
bucket with hot coffee. 

“You will have to carry the lantern,” she said to 
Corinne. “I'll have both hands full.” 

Corinne dreaded the walk back across the snowy 
field, but was ashamed to refuse. As they walked 
to the disabled train, they talked, as girls will, and 
were soon feeling well acquainted. 

A shout went up from the train crew as Hilda 
called them to supper in the passenger coach. There 
was one man in the crowd who did not look like 
a working man, but he seemed to appreciate the 
sandwiches, doughnuts, pie, and coffee, quite as much 
as any one of them. After the girlS had started 
back to the house, Hilda seemed to have a sudden 
inspiration which made her stop by the huge heap 
of coal that was obstructing the track, and ask, 
“Are you going to take the coal with you, or would 
you sell a part of it?” 

The man in the good clothes spoke quickly: “The 
main thing is to get it out of the way just as soon 
as it can be done. The men had begun to dump it 
over the bank, but if you want it they can just as 
easily throw it out on the other side, and you can 
have it for nothing.” 

Hilda’s face flushed. “I wasn’t begging,” she said. 

“And I made a mistake when I said you could 
have it for nothing,”. was the hearty reply. “You 
can have the coal in exchange for that excellent 
supper, which meant more than you can realize to 
these tired men. You need not fear to accept it, 
for I have a right to say what shall be done under 
such ‘circumstances. We are mighty glad to make 
this exchange with you.” 


=a the girls had again started on their way, 
Corinne wondered how any one could get so ex- 
cited over a heap of coal away out across a field 
from their home. Hilda had squeezed her arm, 
saying gleefully: “My! but I do feel Christmasy 
inside. I’m sorry about your disappointment and 
delay, but you can’t guess what a blessing’ your 
wreck will be to me. I had saved up money enough 
to go to the normal for the spring term, and had 
the promise of the home school for next winter 
if I could get my training and make my license, 
but father got sick, and it took all the money he 
had to pay for the fall work that I couldn’t do, and 
to pay the doctor bills, and part of the winter coal. 
We have had to burn so much more than usual, on 
account of father, so our coal was about gone—and 
my savings were to pay for.enough to last until 
warm weather. Oh, it seems too good to be true— 
to get all that coal without paying money. I can 
haul it myself.” 

“Shovel and haul all that coal—just to save money 
to go to school!” Corinne exclaimed. : 

“Of course I can shovel and haul coal. I’m per- 
fectly strong and well, and I’d do anything honest 
to be able to go to school. Can you go the whole 
four years te college?” ; 

“Ye-es, if I want to,” Corinne stamméred. 

“Who wouldn’t want to! That’s why I’ve worked 
so hard to get the money to go to the normal school, 
so I can teach, and get money to go to college.” 

“But if you get so you can teach, why do you 
want to go drudging away at college?” Corinne 
asked wonderingly. 
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“So I can teach better, of course. Don’t you care 
for your education?” 

“I don’t expect to teach,” Corinne explained. “My 
parents do not need my help.” 

“You never know what might happen,” Hilda 
said earnestly, “and any way, I’d want to make 
use of every opportunity if i didn’t have to earn 
my living. If I didn’t teach, I’d at least want to 

a useful person in the world, and the more 
knowledge we have the more useful we can be 
It is such a wonderful world, and so many wonder- 
ful things waiting to be done, and so great to be 
able to help do some of them. Let’s stop here and 
look at my hills by night,” and she paused in front 
of the old house. he white hills sloped away grandly 
on one side, and the valley lay dark and mysterious 
on the other. Up above the hills, the big, bright 
stars beamed upon a peaceful world. Corinne drew 
a deep breath, catching, as it seemed to her for the 
first time, the true meaning of the angels’ song. 

When they went in, the father was propped back 
in his rocker in the warm corner, and with his head 
on a pillow had dropped off to sleep. The two girls 
drew ‘their chairs in front of the grate, and Corinne 
answered eager questions about courses of study in 
college, about college people, college athletics, ctc., 
until at last she was talking enthusiastically her- 
self. Mrs. Burke came in from the kitchen and 
joined in the conversation, in an intelligent way. 
When she had gone back to make some further 
preparation for the meal they had planned to serve 
to the men who were working out in the cold, Hilda 
said gently: “No girl ever had better parents than 
mine. They have done all in their power to help 
me as far as I have gone. Mother says that all 
real parents want to be the scaffolding by which 
their children can climb higher than they were able 
to go. Isn’t it a shame, how some children refuse 
to climb?” 


w= Hilda went to the kitchen to help her 
mother, Corinne sat very still, looking thought- 
fully into the open fire. Finally, the old clock on the 
mantel struck twelve. The sleeper in the chair 
roused up, and Hilda called: “Merry Christmas!” 
from the kitchen door, and dropped a tiny package 
in Corinne’s lap. 

“It’s just a little bit of my own work, to help you 
remember me,” she said. 

“Oh! oh!” Corinne exclaimed, as she unwrapped 
an exquisite collar made of tatting, its dainty rows 
of stars reminding her of those she had seen above 
the- hills. 

“It’s the loveliest thing I ever saw—if you'd let 
me pay you for it——” 

The light faded from Hilda’s eyes. “Please don’t,” 
she said. “It is Christmas Day. You were away 
from your home and folks, and I wanted to make 
the beginning of it a little brighter for you.” 

Corinne saw her mistake, and impulsively kissed 
the face that was on a level with her own, bringing 
the happy light back to the gray eyes. 

Suddenly, Corinne remembered two handsome 
boxes of candy that had been parting gifts from 
college friends, and rushing to. her traveling bag 
she brought them forth, giving one to Mrs. Burke, 
and the other to Hilda’s father. She snatched up 
the lorig pasteboard box from the table where it 
had been dropped the night before. A fellow-student 
had brought it to the train for her, and instead of 
being grateful, she had been vexed over having 
to carry the unwieldy thing. She opened it anxiously. 

“Thank goodness! They didn’t freeze, or even 
wilt,”, she cried, laying a dozen fragrant pink roses 
in Hilda’s. arms. 

Hilda buried her face in them. “Roses—at Christ- 
mas! Qh, I can’t believe they are real, and mine. 
They must be more expensive than tatting, and if 
you'd only let me pay——’” 

f But Corinne had clapped a hand over the- saucy 
ips. 

A long whistle sounded across the fields, and the 
girls ate a hurried meal while Mrs. Burke filled 
the basket and bucket again. The tired men enjoyed 
this meal even more than the first one, and expressed 
their gratitude. The well-dressed man was quite 
as dirty now as the others, and the old conductor 
found a chance to whisper: “One of the big guns 
of the road—worked right alongside the boys. Big 
man in lots of ways.” 

When the whistle announced that it was starting 
time, Hilda and Corinne stood facing each other. 

“You will answer my letters?” Corinne asked. 

“T’'ll be so glad—if you care enough .té write,” 
and Hilda’s eyes were shining like the Christmas 
stars. ; 

“And I want to tell you something before I leave,” 
Corinne said earnestly. “I had made up my mind 
yesterday to quit college—to make the folks let me 
quit. I knew it would hurt them, and I thought I 
didn’t care, if I had my way. I changed my mind 
last night, and—if I shouldn’t see you again—but I 
shall—I want you to know that you’ve sent one 
girl back to college, and that you have her promise 
to climb, her level best—for the whole four years.” 

FrankLIn, Ino. 
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A Balky Horse and Some Missionary Miracles 


A memorable Christmas with North China missionaries 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 
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elder and I were winding up a big itinerary among 

groups of our Christians. That particulaF day was 
for us the coldest of the winter. The wind swept 
down from the plains of Manchuria and across the 
Gulf of Pichili and over the Province of Shantung, 
biting into our very marrow. Up to that day we had 
taken turns in riding a horse loaned by a missionary 
friend. But that day my elder friend, clad as he was 
in layers of wadded garments, said that he must de- 
cline to ride, as he could not “sit out the cold.” So 
he walked, chatting cheerily, while my teeth, from the 
animal’s back. did their best to resporid with a cheer- 
ful chattering. $67 

Late in the afternoon, having passed a certain vil- 
lage, the road gradually sank into a ravine-like track, 
the result of ages of wear of soft soil by heavy two- 
wheeled carts. The road curved sharply; and sud- 
denly we found ourselves at the brink of a river, 
swollen by the melted snow of a recent storm, and 
rushing along furiously, its thick, dirty, yellow 
waters high over the narrow, railless bridge. On 
each side of the road was a steep bank. The horse 
sniffed—and wouldn’t budge. I couldn’t very well 
dismount and push him. e was a kicker. More- 
over, it was necessary for me to “hold down” our bed- 
ding and provender on his back, else it might slip off 
and get wet; and also I was dressed for riding—that 
is to say, I wore two suits of underwear, three 
sweaters (relics of football gore and glory), a leather 
huntirig suit and two pairs of leather mittens. On 
my feet—friends, I am telling the truth—were two 
pairs of woolen stockings, two pairs of bed slippers, 
a pair of lumberman’s socks, and cloth shoes, lined 
with fur, whose size was the seven days’ wonder of 
the Chinese ; outside of these, leather leggings. Over 
all, a corduroy ulster lined with sheepskin, buttoned 
from shin to toe, made me quite as frisky as an 
Egyptian mummy. 

The elder did what he had often done before in 
our journeyings—took off his shoes and socks and 
started exploring his way across the ugly current. 
Having cautiously worked his way and found the 
bridge in order (i. ¢., none of the roadway stones 
dropped through), he came slowly back through that 
water—a shivery process. He pulling on the bridle, 
and I pounding behind, we finally started that horse ; 
but as soon as he got well out toward the middle, 
either because scared or from malice aforethought, 
he made a bee line for the unrailed edge, and plunged 
in; rather, keeled in. I have found it hard to for- 
give that beast. He belongs to a Baptist brother and 
evidently reasoned that I ought to be immersed—and 
he improved the opportunity. I managed to get my 
feet out of the stirrups and dived in as gracefully as 
a December day and a ton of clothes permitted, strik- 
ing the bottom like lead. Ordinarily our bedding amd 
stuff in two canvas cases hung to the saddle so 
heavily that two men were required to lift it off. 
Fortunately now it slid from the pommel like a 
feather; and the horse, freed, lit out for the farther 
bank. Fortunately also, he plunged in on the up 
side of the stream, so that, as the current slammed 
me against the bridge, the elder grabbed me and 
hauled me in,—a heavy catch. 


Advice Shouted from the Bleachers 


What impresses the itinerator most, as to the vast 
population of China, is not the teeming myriads of 
the walled cities, but the fact that in the country one 
is scarcely ever out of sight of peasants; and, when 
anything occurs, a crowd spéedily gathers, apparently 
from nowhere. The high banks made admirable 
bleachers, and the spectators, sensing good sport 
ahead, had there taken front seats. As the fun pro- 
gressed, their merriment was expressed in vociferous 
advice, yelled loud and oft. The situation for them 
was rich in excitement beyond their wildest dream— 
to see a “foreign devil” in such a fix. This racy 
episode broke the monotony of their idle, vacant win- 
ter; but not one moved to help. 

Realizing that the completing of our trip depended 
on rescuing our necessaries, we set to work. I re- 
call the unexcited, matter-of-fact air with which we 
both “got busy.” That hilarious howling mob on 
the bank was a gentle additional stimulus to get out 
of the situation as whole as possible. As I sat on the 
bridge, the chill, swift tide up to my neck, and vig- 
orously chewing sand the while, I remember seeing 
our dinner (consisting of leathery Chinese biscuits 
and shucked peanuts), deftly elude my grab; also, 
an extra pair of shoes full of liquid yellow—a pair 
carefully husbanded against a time of great need, 
with. dry socks tucked inside, and both pairs incased 
in a pair of rubbers—I remember,..I: say, seeing. all 


[: WAS shortly before Christmas, and a Chinese 


this ironical defense against cold and wet tantaliz- 
ingly shoot away like two torpedo boats. 

As soon as we had safely landed our bedding, 
flotsam and jetsam of the wreckage, we rose up from 
our watery coign of vantage, and, spontaneously, 
then and there, before the “assembled multitude,” 
hugged each other—and then burst into laughter. 
We couldn’t help it. The whole situation was so 
ridiculous. 

I was grateful for a true brother in need; and he, 
that his friend had been spared. It flashed over me 
that Paul must have had a pretty brotherly feeling 
for Silas or whoever it was that stood by‘ him in his 
“perils of rivers.” 

Lugging what of our goods we had been able to 
capture, we floundered over that precious bridge to 
the farther bank and held a council of war. Some- 
thing had to be done mighty quick or we would 
freeze. And it was getting dusk. A walled city was 
somewhere ahead, we did not know how far. The 
elder insisted that I gallop along ahead, and he would 
plough on through the slush on foot. Praying to be 
guided to the only place in all that region where I 
could hope to dry out and warm up, [| started off. 


A German Missionary’s Christmas 

When I drew up to the house, its owners, a German 
missionary and his Frau, had just returned from a 
long trip to prepare the indispensable “Tannenbaum 
und Lebkuchen” for their lonely Christmas cele- 
bration. Three fires were set going, and for two 
days we turned and re-turned the heavy, sodden 
clothing, loaded with grit and mud. The neat floors 
of the Hausfrau were a fright; and, decked out in 
the frock-suit of her small-statured husband, / 
looked even worse. Finally, suffering no evil effects 
from the ducking and very thankful for the bless- 
ing of rugged constitutions, and glad for the good- 
ness in others that the mishap had called out, the 
elder and I once more set forth, truly “going on our 
way rejoicing.” 

There were many blessings to grow out of that 
trip. The people had begun to hear harrowing tales 
of a dread disease that stalked out of the North, and 
they were keeping close at home, shut off from every- 
thing. And, incidentally, they were grateful that 
we came to them at such a time with reassurance 
and good cheer. 

But there was another weightier reason why we 
made that particular trip that we were then winding 
up, just before Christmas, a time when Western 
Christians like to be at home with their families. A 
great burden had been on our hearts. In the early 
fall I had visited Korea to study the wonderful 
workings of the Spirit of God in His church there. 
I felt that God is no respecter of persons; that he 
was willing to bless us even as he had the Korean 
church. 

And so, during October, November, and December 
we had gone over the entire field of our Station, tell- 
ing the people what I had seen and heard in Korea, 
exhorting them to think and pray over what that 
church was doing; and then to come to our largest 
country church, centrally located, in the village of 
the Rev. Ding Li Mei, for a week or more of special 
meetings, beginning on Christmas Day. And they 
kept their promise and came—all the leaders from 
five great counties—teachers, deacons, elders, pastors, 
evangelists, Bible women, came even from the most 
distant localities, and paying their own expenses. 

As the human leader of the conference we had the 
Rev. Jonathan Goforth, a man of God who honors 
the Word, and whose witness the Holy Spirit honors 
mightily. Two of the preliminary good things that 
marked “the ducking trip” were some sixty baptisms 
on the itinerary; and the promise of many leaders 
not only to attend our Christmas Conference and re- 
vival services, but to begin to pray for it. 

I shall mention here some of the after-blessings of 
the Conference, and you will understand why we 
look back upon that Christmas as one of the hap- 
piest and most fruitful. Even the memory of the 
ducking I should not like to forego. 

The leaders were smitten with a sense of their own 
sin; and confessed their faults one to another, as 
the Scripture commands. There was no confession 
of straw sins, dilated upon by an excited imagination; 
but the real, definite, clinging sins that hindered. 
Proud sinners, in several instances, were driven to 
confession only after days of struggle, intense, and 
fierce. The confessions in every case were not aired 
in long-winded relatings of “experiences,” but were 
packed into prayers which the Holy Spirit made it 
impossible not to utter. A sinner who comes to un- 
derstand something of how much he has outraged 


the holy God ought to have emotion. And this com- 
pany did. Confessions, choked in sobs, were made 
with an intensity of conviction that was noteworthy. 

Jealousies that had torn churches were melted inte 
nothingness. And quarrels of many years’ standing, 
veritable chronic ulcers in the body of Christ, were 
healed. ; - 

Sixty-five leaders joined the Tithers’ Club. 

Ninety persons formed a prayer circle to pray daily 
for the Rev. Goforth in his evangelistic work, and 
for each church of the Station field, and for a general 
revival throughout the eighteen Provinces 

The teachers of fifty schools caught the vision of 
service for Christ at sacrifice. Realizing’ that the 
Station cannot compete with the higher wages of the 
neighboring German and secular schools, they decided 
definitely to remain with the Mission, renouncing all 
thoughts of the higher pay possible. 

Three of our most promising young men decided 
for the ministry. 

A number of heathen scholars, visiting the Confer- 
ence out of curiosity, were brought to Christ. 

Many Christians decided, after Korean fashion, to 
start a Bible league, pledging themselves to carry a 
pocket edition, daily read at least a chapter, and buy 
many boxes of cheap copies (which we had provided 
and had on hand) to sell and give away to heathen. 

The Christians present (other than Bible women 
and evangelists) pledged to preach gratis during the 
winter time to the amount of the equivalent of five 
years and two months of one man’s life. 

The evangelists and Bible women subscribed out of 
their meager salaries (ranging from $2.50 to $5 a 
month) each at least one month of time to free those 
sums to meet a great need. 

Every one of the fifteen churches of our field ar- 
ranged to subscribe one or more months of the sal- 
ary. of the evangelists laboring in their midst. 

The church of Ta Sin Tan, where is Pastor Ding’s 
home, also raised money in addition to supporting its 
own pastor, for salaries of its own evangelist and 
Bible. woman. 

Our local church subscribed a year’s salary, in ad- 
dition to the pastor’s, for its own evangelist, Bible 
women, and Y. M. C. A. Secretary, and its own Boys’ 
and Girls’ schools. 

All groups of Christians who have village schools 
arranged to pay one-third of the cost or more; 
twelve places thus arranged to support their own; one 
built a church. 

A local: Home Missionary Society was formed, 
which supports two schools and three evangelists 
in an especially dark corner of our field. 


Turning Down Money “Baits” 


One elder gave as a thank offering 200 tiao ($80) 
for the better equipment of our Girls’ Intermediate 
School. He manages and teaches in this school, 
gratis, though the government dangles $150 a month 
before his nose as a bait to get him to teach in one 
of its secular institutjons. 

At the close of the services, the delegates scat- 
tered in all directions to start special meetings in 
their own localities that the blessing already received 
might be multiplied. 

A band of twenty picked men went to the city of 
Tsingtau to preach for a week among 100,000 heathen. 

Our local Tsingtau church subscribed $2,000 to 
double the seating capacity of its building in order 
to accommodate the audiences expected from in- 
creased interest aroused. 

Parents who had coveted that their sons and 
daughters enter the secular schools at Tsingtau, in 
order to get big wages, so that they might “easily get 
over the days” (the Chinese phrase for “live com- 
fortably”), now declared their firm purpose to be to 
train those children only for the Lord’s service. 

The Woman’s Bible School, under the management 
of our Chinese friends, received subscriptions that 
enabled it to take on several new widows for the 
three years’ course. The lady teacher promised te 
continue the following year and to trust the Lord 
for whatever she might receive as salary, in face of 
a flattering offer to be private tutor in a well-to-do 
Chinese family. 

The leaders of a church that had for a year con- 
cealed an awful crime in its midst, confessed the 
whole ghastly affair, and led the flock, contrite and 
forgiven, to begin a new lease of life and usefulness. 

The cumulative results of that conference in its 
outreach of blessing seem little less than miraculous. 
We are formed to exclaim in wonder and amaze: 
“What hath God wrought!” The ducking was well 
worth while. 

TsINncTAv, CHINA. 
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An inside view of the marvelous defense 


Facing the Terrible Turk at the Siege of Van 


By the Rev. Clarence D. Ussher, M.D. 








soldiers were poorly clothed and worse fed. 

I counted twenty-two different materials in the 
outer clothing of a single company of about sixty sol- 
diers. I saw deaths from starvation in the Turkish 
army. The bread was made of uncleaned flour,—that 
is, the wheat threshed as in Bible times by the oxen 
“treading out the corn” and dragging over it a wooden 
sled with sharp flintstones set in the bottom to cut up 
the straw. This process mixes earth and stones with 
the wheat, in addition to an abundance of tares and 
various weed seeds, which make the bread bitter and 
sometimes poisonous. This dirty wheat was coarsely 
ground without cleaning, poorly cooked, cooled, and 
then dried or toasted again until it was as hard as a 
stone. I have seen men who have been hungry three 
days given this bread as a ration when they were en- 
camped at a distance from water. I have seen them 
try repeatedly and vainly to bite it or indent it, then 
endeavor to break it on a stone, then pound it be- 
tween two stones, and, failing to make an impression 
on it, throw it away in disgust and go hungry. 

The army also made provision for soup. Raw 
flour was rolled into balls with madzoon (a fermented 
milk), and then dried until it would have made a 
good substitute for shrapnel. Salt was too expen- 
sive a luxury to mix with soldiers’ food. his 
might have made good dumplings if cooked enough, 
but there was no fuel on the mountains of Turkey 
north of Van, which are as bare of timber as a 
macadamized road. This, I suppose, is the food sup- 
ply Germany was to get by opening a way through 
the Balkans! 

Sympathy with Germany was not strong before 
the war. One need scarcely wonder that all but the 
“Young Turk” military clique were secretly and 
sometimes almost publicly cursing Germany and the 
Young Turk Ottoman .government. 

Owing to lack of care and maltreatment, most 
of the transportation animals mobilized by the 
Van army were dead within three months from 
the time of mobilization, and the Turks compelled 
the Armenians exempt from military service to act 
as beasts of burden and carry on their backs great 
loads of flour or other foodstuffs for the army. Men 
unaccustomed to manual labor were put at this work. 
The government took a very threatening attitude 
toward those who tried to avoid this service. 

Our relations to the government were a matter of 
constant prayer, and our hearts were kept quiet and 
assured, even when the government seemed most 
threatening. The evident determination of the Turks 
to destroy the Armenians made u_ feel that we must 
at all hazards protect the inviolability of our premises 
as a possible place of refuge for Armenian women 
and children in case of the oft threatened massacre. 

We endeavored in every legitimate way to show 
our loyalty to the Ottoman government and our wil- 
lingness and desire to aid in the care of the soldiers, 
Moslem and Christian alike. Our hospital became an 
American Red Cross hospital, and the Governor- 
General participated in the ceremonies at the raising 
of the Red Cross flag. 


Murdering the Life-Savers 


Miss Griselle McLaren, our touring miSsionary, 
gave up her field work and joined with Schwester 
Martha Kleiss in the superintendence of the large 
new military hospital. During the succeeding trou- 
bles she bravely stood by her soldier boys, and when 
the Turks fled was not permitted to communicate 
with us. It was a great grief and shock to us when 
at the first opportunity we hastened to the hospital to 
find that she had been abducted by the Turks and 
taken to Bitlis, where two of her missionary associ- 
ates died. And Mr. George Knapp, the only man in 
the station, was brutally dragged away from his 
house, under the American flag, and murdered in 
Diarbekir by order of Ottoman officials. Miss Mc- 
Laren and Miss Shane alternately nursed each other 
through typhus fever, and held on alone tiil the 
American Consul in Harpoot sent an escort and took 
them to Harpoot, where they are comparatively safe. 

Though war between Turkey and Russia had not 
been declared, bands of Turkish volunteers were sent 
by the Young Turk government into Persia to stir 
up that people against all Christians, and especially 
against Russia. Tales of horrible atrocities and dep- 
redations came back to us in Van. Shortly before war 
., was declared (October 27, 1914), forty Christian vil- 
lages were destroyed in Persia by the Turkish gov- 
ernor and his marauders, who were none other than 
all the Moslem criminals given their liberty from the 
prisons and armed on condition that they would do 
the bidding of the government. The subsequent 


T sstsicrs was utterly unprepared for war. Her 


The Turks’ utter of the American flag 
and their defiance representatives of the 
American nation, were not the worst and most 
startling features of the holocaust in which the 
American mission in Van, Turkey in Asia, went 
down in destruction. Dr. Ussher’s narrative, 
continued from last week’s issue, is a vivid 
word-picture of one of the most dramatic and 
terrible episodes of the entire war. 








massacres throughout the empire were largely begun 
by such cut-throats on orders from the government. 
The Turkish neighbors of the Armenians protested 
strongly against the deportations and massacres, but 
without avail. The baser classes naturally used the 
opportunity for plunder and rape. 

The Goeben and Breslau, with German crew, and 
flying sometimes the Ottoman and sometimes the Ger- 
man flag, attacked Russian ports and shipping in the 
Black Sea, and by an act of war in the name of Tur- 
key forced a declaration of war. Though Persia was 
a neutral state, policed by Russia and England, she 
was invaded by the Turks and her Christian popula- 
tion suffered most horrible atrocities. 

The armies of Van marched to the front, and 
when but a few miles out of Van a Turkish officer 
took the unoffending Armenians from the ranks, tied 
them to telegraph poles, and had them shot, giving 
no better excuse than that he knew they wanted to 
desert. 

In the Erzroom army the Armenian soldiers were 
highly commended by their general for bravery, and 
the next week were disarmed and made the slaves 
of their, in many cases, semi-civilized, ignorant and 
vile Kurdish and Turkish comrades. They were set 
unarmed to the work of digging trenches and making 
roads. When this was done, those who did not suc- 
ceed in deserting were deliberately massacred. 


First Steps in the Fiendish Plans 


With such things going on the government alter- 
nately made threats and demands that the Armenian 
people deliver up all able-bodied men who were not 
in the army. Typhus fever was rife in the army, and 
it was said that more than half of the 450,000 in the 
Erzroom army had died of disease. Considering that 
the year previous to the war twenty-eight hundred of 
the Van garrison ef forty-five hundred had died of 
typhus, the story was readily believable. So anxious 
were the Armenians to keep the peace that the leaders 
promised the delivery of a certain number. of the 
Armenian men for work on the roads, and to pay so 
much a month till the exemption fee of all others 
was paid. 

Massacres had already occurred in January and 
February in the Serai and Baskalla regions. The 
Armenian leaders warned the people not to resist, 
but to submit to the burning of a few villages and 
the massacre of a few people without retaliation 
rather than give the Turks an excuse for reprisals. 

On April 16, 1915, the Governor-General of Van 


called four of the leading Armenians (one of them’ 


Ishkhan, who was supposed to be the only Armenian 
in Van with a knowledge of military tactics) and 
informed them that there was friction between the 
Armenians of Shadakh and the Kaimakam, and en- 
treated them on the ground of friendship for him to 
go to Shadakh with an equal number of prominent 
Turks, as a peace commission. They agreed, and at 
the first stopping-place, at a feast given by the Gov- 
ernor, the Armenians were foully murdered. As 
soon as the report reached Van that these men were 
dead, the Governor, making no secret of the orders, 
sent the criminal regiment with orders to “wipe out” 
the Armenians of Shadakh. Finding the Shadakh 
people had a rear guard, they turned aside into the 
Haigatsore valley and indiscriminately massacred 
men, women, and children of six villages, encoun- 
tering no opposition until the sixth village, where 
half a dozen boys, taking positions outside the village, 
stopped the marauders long enough for many of the 
women and children to escape to the mountains. 
Throughout these villages and others these men 
made it a point to mutilate the women and girls, and 
many. infants were shot at the mother’s breast, the 
bullet being so fired as to go through babe and breast. 
A little boy of nine was running head down into the 
ice cold lake for shelter. A dumdum bullet ripped up 
his back laying it epen a palm’s breadth from sacrum 
to shoulder. Another bullet struck him below the 
ribs laying his side open so that his bowels pro- 
truded, and a third bullet shattered his left arm. A 
brave woman dragged him from the water and car- 


ried him to the mountains, where he lay wrapped in 
filthy rags for four days in a hollow, hiding from the 
Turks ; then a woman carried him on her back twelve 
miles to our hospital. And he recovered! 

On April 17 the Armenians entreated the mission- 
aries to plead for mercy from the Governor-General, 
and as they were on their way to him they were met 
with a request from the Governor-General to come to 
him. His request was to be permitted to put fifty 
soldiers with cannon and supplies for ten days in our 
mission premises, which, being on a hill, dominated 
the Armenian quarter and the road from the plain. 
These were osténsibly to protect us from marauding 
Kurds who had deserted from the Erzroom army 
and were pillaging and burning. He insisted on fifty 
soldiers or none, and if we would not accept the 
fifty we must sign a statement that we refused the 
protection of the Ottoman government. 

We countered by demanding that the officer be 
given instructions in writing and a copy be given to 
us that we might sec that he did not exceed his orders. 
We insisted on the neutrality and inviolability of our 
premises, which were “extra-territorial” by iradé of 
the Sultan, and assured him that if any one, Moslem 
or Christian, civil or military, fired a shot from our 
premises without our permission, we would shoot him 
ourselves. We gave thanks that he did not send the 
soldiers. -Herr Spoerri, a German-Swiss missionary, 
also did all in his power to persuade the Governor- 
General and protect the Armenians. Some of. the 
German ladies also went to him to plead for indi- 
vidual Armenians during the mobilization. 

On the morning of April 20, at daybreak, one of 
our former orphan girls, a beautiful young woman, 
with her-two children (her husband was in the army), 
having been driven from her village with other 
women by Turkish soldiers attempting to outrage 
them, was coming down the mountain into the city. 
Her story was told at the beginning of this account. 
During the night Turkish soldiers had occupied 
trenches around the Armenian quarter, and as she 
approached two soldiers seized her and attempted to 
drag her into the trench. Two Armenian boys, hear- 
ing her screams, ran to her rescue, shouting to the 
Turks to let her alone. They were immediately shot 
down, and the shots were taken as a signal by the 
Turks who immediately opened fire all around the 
Armenian quarter. The Armenians, having heard 
a rumor of a general massacre the previous day 
throughout the province, were ready and in a few 
minutes had the walls loopholed and were holding 
back the attacking Turks, who were loath to advance 
when their own lives were in danger. 

The effort of the Young Turk government to stir 
up a Jihad or holy war was an almost utter failure. 
The enlightened Turks who had lived as neighbors 
to the Armenians refused to consider it a Jihad, and 
even petitioned the government to spare the Arme- 
nians, whom they declared loyal and useful subjects 
who had done nothing hostile to the government, 
and whose removal would be a great injury to the 
country. The government was obdurate, having 
planned to get rid of the Armenian question “by get- 
ting rid of the Armenians.” Religion has been, 
throughout, the last consideration. 


How Women Fought the Bombs 


From the beginning of the fusillade there was prac- 
tically no cessation of the firing for twenty-eight 
days. There were about three hundred Armenians 
armed with modern rifles, and one thousand more 
with pistols and various antique weapons. Pikes 
were made for hand-to-hand encounter to repel a 
bayonet charge, as the. Armenians had no bayonets. 
All day the cannon boomed and shells burst, and at 
night the sky was aglow with burning houses. 

The Castle Rock, rising three hundred feet sheer, 
formed the northwest wall of the city, and from it 
the Turks threw down three hundred and twenty- 
pound bombs. The first ones wrecked the houses, but 
the’ women soon found out what they were and, divid- 
ing the work among them, watched day and night, 
and the moment they would hear the boom of the 
mortar on the rock every one was on the qui vive to 
see where it would alight, and though it might ex- 
plode the next second a brave woman would run to 
it with a pitcher and, pouring water on the fuse, snatch 
it out, and from these bombs the sixty defenders in 
the old city got their powder to reload their cart- 
ridges and keep up the fight. So close were they 
pushed that when the Turks finally fled the de- 
fenders in the old:city had but eight rounds of am- 
munition left. This very fact made the defenders 
feel the more their dependence on God. 


(Continued on page 751) 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 

Getting Started in Class 

NEWSPAPER item from Chicago, published 

early this autumn, told of business men on a 

certain street in that city having secured enough 
signatures to a petition to insure consideration of a 
proposal to change the name of that street. Formerly 
it was the haunt of confidence men and gamblers. 
The character of the street has now entirely changed. 
But the business men there say that customers were 
frightened away by stories told in the preceding de- 
cade; so they felt it was time that the name should 
be changed. The headline to the newspaper item 
read “——— Street, Chicago, Wants to Forget Past in 
New Name.” On the first Christmas day offered 
to let the world forget its past in a New Name,—a 
wonderful name (v. 6). And to those who accept 
God’s great Christmas offer there is given a new 
name (Rev. 2:17; 3: 12). ; 
Our Background Material 

The Old Testament prophecies of the coming of the 
Messiah were not entirely fulfilled when Jesus was 
born and lived on this earth. They have not yet been 
fulfilled. Is God’s Word, then, going to fail? 
Never; for every syllable of his prophecies concern- 
ing the Messiah’s coming is to be fulfilled. We can 
understand those prophecies, therefore, only when we 
recognize, as the prophets themselves did not fully 
realize (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3), that there are 
two separate comings of Christ to this earth, as the 
Scriptures plainly reveal. His first coming, nineteen 
centuries ago, fulfilled a part of our Christmas 
prophecy in Isaiah. Another part of that very 
‘prophecy has not yet been fulfilled, but will be at 
His second coming. 

Get the class to run through the lesson passage and 
say what part of it has been fulfilled, and what yet 
awaits Christ’s second coming. Thé two comings, 
and the two aspects of the Isaiah passage, are dis- 
cussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3; Il, 6). The 
government of this world was not put upon Christ’s 
shoulder during his earthly lifetime; he was not 
given the throne of David, and has not yet been 
given it. Give the class such Scripture references 
(on separate slips of paper, to look up and read aloud 
when called for) as the following; on the First Ad- 
vent: Luke 2:7; John 3:16; 1 John 4:9; Isaiah 
28:16; Genesis 3:15; on the Second Advent: 
Isaiah £1: 10-12; John 14:3; Acts 1: 9-11; and such 
Scriptures as Dr. Griffith Thomas mentions in his 
paragraphs referred to. Remember, as Dr. Scofield 
says concerning Jesus’ being given the throne of 
David: “The ‘Throne of David’ is a phrase as defi- 
nite, historically, as ‘Throne of the Hohenzollerns,’ 
and as little admits of ‘spiritualizing’ (Luke 1: 32% 
33).” Next week’s lesson specially takes up Christ’s 
second coming, in reviewing the Revelation lessons 
and those of the entire quarter and year. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face ae at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Make plain to the class the historical situation in 
which Isaiah’s prophecy—supernatural, as is all Bible 
prophecy—was made. Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1, 2) 
explains this; and he shows: (II, 4) how literally this 
prophecy of seven centuries before Christ was ful- 
filled, geographically, in blessings brought by Christ’s 
first advent. 

Did Jesus bring peace to the world? See what the 
class think. He certainly made it possible for the 
whole world to have peace through him. Has the 
world, as a whole, accepted or rejected his offer? 
Is the Christmas spirit dominating the world to-day? 
Mr. Ridgway (1, 2) shows us the awful answer of 
the great war in Europe. 

No, the world as a whole is at war with God and 
therefore at war with itself. Only when the Prince 
of Peace comes again to this warring world will its 
wars cease and his peace begin (Rev. 19: 11 to 20:6). 
“This Hour Not the Hour of the Prince. of Peace” 
we must recognize as the inescapable fact of experi- 
ence and the unequivocal declaration of Scripture. 
(One of the most powerful messages on this subject 
ever put into print, bearing that title, is a pamphlet 
by Dr. I. M. Haldeman, to be had from Charles C. 
Cook, 150 Nassau Street, New York, at twenty cents; 
ministers may have it free of charge.) But any one 
may have, at any moment that he will, the three-fold 
Christmas peace, through the Prince of Peace, of 


~ 


Isaiah 9 : 2-7. 


(Compare Hebrews 2 : 5-18.) 


and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.—lIsaiah 9 : 6 


2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwelt in the land of the ! shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied 
the nation, ?thou hast increased their joy: they joy before 
thee according to the joy in harvest, as men rejoice when 
they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the 
staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou hast 
broken as in the day of Midian. 5 For *all the armor of 
the armed man in the tumult, and the garments rolled in 
blood, shall be for burning, for fuel of fire. 6 For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
4 Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, ° Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from henceforth even 
for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this. 


10Or, deep darkness. 

not increase the joy. 

warrior, *Or, Wonderful counsellor. 
Eternity. 

The American Revision copyright, 1901 

by Thomas Nelson % Sons . 


2 Another reading is, thou didst 
®Or, every boot of the booted 
SHeb. Father of 








which the editorial on the first two pages of this issue 
tells. 
The biggest, blessedest verse in the lesson is that 


(v. 6) which tells us who the “son” is, giving us his _ 


names. God here settles forever the question of the 
deity of Christ, even if we had none of the other 
many passages of Scripture equally declaring it. 
The four characteristics of Christ as God in this 
passage are pointed out by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 5); and Scripture references on the deity of 
Christ are given by Mrs. Baldwin (3-4). Let us re- 
member this wonderful verse in Isaiah as we pass, 
two weeks hence, to the coming six months’ study of 
the Gospel of John, which is the great New Testa- 
ment message of Jesus’ deity. The Lesson Cartoon, 
on page 750, shows the central place of the deity of 
Christ as the keystone of the bridge over the dark 
waters of this world. 

Be sure to use the marvelous passage in Hebrews 
with this lesson; something of its meaning is given 
in the Teaching Points in this article. 

Is it practically possible to live the Christmas spirit 
all the year round? An unusual answer, by a prac- 
tising physician, telling what he believes the doctor 
can do for “dead-beat” patients, is given on page 741 
in this issue. 


The Truth That is Golden 


Without Christ there is no light. With him there is 
such light that we need never be in the darkness; 
for “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” 
(1 John 1:5). After we have yielded utterly to 
Christ and trust him wholly to meet all our needs, we 
know what it is to pass out of darkness into a great 
light (v. 2). Have we in our Christian land realized 
what the world would be without Christ, the Christ- 
mas light, as Mrs. Baldwin (1, 2) pictures this? 
One of the best things about walking “in the light, as 
he is in the light” (1 John 1:7) is that other people 
are lightened by our very presence. The Christian is 
a light-bearer all the time—if he is filled with Christ, 
— himself up wholly and trustfully into the 

ands of God. Tell the class the story of that pre- 
cious stone in the Tiffany exhibit at the World’s Fair 
in Chicago (Round Table, 2). 


Teaching Points 


That the Prince of Peace is also our Everlasting 
Father is beautifully illustrated in the Round 
Table (1). 

Don’t mistake the indirect results and benefits of 
Christianity for the real supremacy of Christ in the 
lives of men or of nations or of civilization. Much 
of the world is “better off,” temporally, because of 
Christianity, but without being moved an inch nearer 
God, and therefore is just as hopeless for eternity as 
if living in the uncivilized depths of paganism. 

The Hebrews passage (2: 5-18) reveals what the 
Christmas incarnation of God meant, and reasons for 
it—for example: 

Christmas means God’s lifting up into actual, lit- 
eral identity with himself (by making them joint 
heirs with Christ and brothers of Christ and mem- 
bers of Christ’s body) fallen, sinful, hopelessly lost 
men—if only they will accept their salvation and their 
Saviour (vs. 11, 12). 


Christmas means that the Son of God was born 





Commit verses 6, 7 
Golden Text: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; 





that he might die, and through death bring to nought 
og that had the power of death, that is, the devil 

v. 14). 

Christmas means that God the Son was “in all 
things . . . made like unto his brethren, that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in things 
pertaining to God” (v. 17.) 

Christmas means that the Way between man and 
nee is wide open in this age of grace through Jesus 

rist. 


Christmas means that God was willing to subject 
himself to temptation; and thus “he is able to succor 
them that are tempted” (v. 18). 


Christmas means God became man in order that 
men might be restored to fellowship with God and 
be given the very nature of God. 


But Christmas does not mean “universalism.” It is 
indeed “whosoever will.” Those who accept God's 
unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 9:15) have their names 
written in the book of life. But “if any was not 
found written in the book of life, he was cast into the 
lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

When is a person walking in spiritual darkness 
without knowing it? : 

Has God made every provision necessary for the 
redemption of the entire world? If so, why is not 
the entire world redeemed? 


What. proportion of people in America, at Christ- 
mastime, do you think thoroughly understand the real 
meaning of Christmas? 


Was Isaiah prophesying complete earthly freedom 
for the Jews? 

What is the origin of making gifts at Christmas- 
time? 

When will the prophecy “of peace there shall be 
no end” be fulfilled? 


What can you do to make this the best Christmas 
day of your lifetime—so far? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


Review: Christ’s Coming and Coming to Christ 
(Read Rev. 22: 6-14, 16-21.) 


As teacher, begin to plan now for the best Review 
Sunday the class has ever had. Of course you will 
read the book of Acts through again, perhaps more 
than once this week, so as to have its contents and 
great lessons clearly in mind and heart. The geogra- 
phy of the year’s lessons can readily be brought to 
mind by the maps in a Teachers’ Bible, or by the 
convenient pocket help, Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s 
Journeyings (The Sunday School Times Company, 
20 cents). Decide how much attention should be 
given in class to the Epistles that have been studied 
during the year,—Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinth- 
ians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, He- 
brews. Of course the wonderful book of Revelation, 
from which the Review Scripture lesson is chosen, 
will have prominent place. Practical review plans are 
given on page 750 in this issue of the Times; and it 
will be well to look up next week’s issue as soon as 
it reaches you, for it will contain an unusually inter- 
esting variety of plans for conducting the Review, 
as discovered and tested by readers of The Sunday 
School Times. 

{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 

The whole early church looked eagerly, constantly, 
persistently for the return of Christ, obeying his 
command to do so. Did this mean that they “sat 
around. doing nothing” while they waited for the 
Lord’s coming? The book of Acts is the answer. 
Read it through before next Sunday, and see how 
well it is named; “Acts” is only another way of say- 
ing “activity.” Then read our Lord’s last words to 
us, his chufch, concerning his coming to us and our 

coming to him, in the Revelation lesson passage. 


What was the program of the early church, ac- 
cording to the book of Acts? 

What was Christ’s program for the church? : 

__ What should we lose out of the New Testament 
if we lost Paul? 

Can you state what you believe is the most im- 
portant thing you have learned, from the lessons, this 
year? 

Mention three things that our coming to Christ 
means to us. 

Mention three things that Christ’s coming means. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





mas Day. She had- actually never heard of 

Jesus Christ, and when a visitor told her of the 
birth in Bethlehem, the little heart became very joy- 
ous and the face very bright. Soon afterward as the 
nurse went from bed to bed: engaged on her work 
and looking serious and evén. anxious about it, the 
little, girl said, “Nurse, haye: you heard about jesus 
being born?” The nurse said shortly, “Yes, yes, I 
know all about it.” The child rejoined, “Oh, I 
thought you did not.” After a while when her work 
was done, the nurse came back to the child and said, 
“Why did you think I did not know of Jesus being 
born?” “Oh,” replied the child, “because you looked 
kind of glum.” The child had insensibly but really 
struck the Christmas keynote of joy, for the angel 
spoke of “glad tidings of great joy” (Luke 2: 10), 
and the literal meaning of the Gospel is “good news.’ 
This note of gladness was also sounded by the 
Prophet Isaiah in our lesson eight hundred years be- 
fore Christ actually came. 


Am be street-waif was in a hospital on Christ- 


I. Surroundings of the Lesscn 


The Time.--About 734 B. C., during the reign of 
Ahaz, king of Judah, Pekah, king of the northern 
country, Israel, and Rezin.of Damascus desired Judah 
as an ally against Assyria, but when Ahaz refused, 
the two joined in the effort to dethrone him (Isa. 
7:6). In his terror,’ Ahaz applied to Assyria for 
help (2 Kings 16: 7, 8). (1) 

The Prophet.—Then Isaiah was told to point out 
to Ahaz the fatality of seeking aid, from Assyria, 
assuring him that the two kings were powerless 
(8:3, 4, 8, 9). But Ahaz was unable to reach to 
faith in God, and so God offered him a sign for con- 
firmation (7:11). As Ahaz was really disloyal in 
heart, he refused God’s offer, whereupon he had from 
God, without asking, the sign of a child, “Immanuel” 
(7:14). Assyria’s power is predicted (7: 18-25), and 
Judah would suffer, because she had despised God's 
quiet power (8:5-8). But the Prophet’s message is 
not received and has to be sealed up for future use, 
being kept meanwhile by his disciples (8: 16-18). (2) 

The Chapter.—Then in contrast with the awful 
troubles the days of glory are depicted. All mys- 
teries will be cleared; Messiah will come; David’s 
empire will be established; and enemies will be de- 
stroyed. 


The Interpretation.—The passage has a twofold 
meaning, one referring to the present and the other 
to the future. It was fulfilled first in the coming of 
Christ to Bethlehem and in his redemptive work, but 
it will have a eomplete fulfilment, yet to be seen, 
when Christ will (literally) occupy the throne of 
David (Luke 1: 32, 33; Psa. 2:6-8). Prophets never 
fully realize the complete meaning of their own pre- 
dictions (1 Pet. 1: 10, 11). (3) 

Il. The Lesson 
The Great Expectation (vs. 1-5).—These verses 


give the elements of the Messiah’s work and the re- 
sults of his coming, five in number. 


1. Light (vs. 1, 2). The land of Judah had suf- 
fered great troubles through the ravages of Assyria, 
and in particular the two tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali in the north were exposed to foes, but in 
the glorious future these very regions which had 
suffered most would be the first to obtain relief. The 
verbs are all in the tense known as “prophetic per- 
fect,” contemplating the future as though already real- 
ized. Galilee was the district nearest the boundary 
of the nations or Gentiles, where there was constant 
danger from inroads, but the darkness would give 
place to light. As darkness symbolizes ignorance, 
sin, and sadness, so the Messianic light would bring 
truth, salyation, and gladness. It is interesting that 
Matthew uses this passage in support of the work of 
Christ in this very land of Galilee (Matt. 4: 13-16). 
The people are described as dwelling in the land of 
— darkness” (margin, see Psa. 23: 4). (4) 

Increase (v. 3). The nation had been depopu- 
lated by captivity, having been deported into far-off 
lands, but now, in contrast to all this, there would 
be a wonderful multiplication. 

3. Joy (v. 3). Another feature of the Messianic 
days would be gladness in God himself as illustrated 
by the two joys of harvest and_of victory. The suc- 
cess of the reaper and.of the soldier is here applied 
to things spiritual in connection with the Messiah. 

4. Deliverance (v. 4). A further prophecy of the 


future. The hated bondage of Assyria, like that of 
Egypt in old days, would be broken and the days 
of Gideon would be repeated (Judges 6-8). Deliv- 
erance, freedom, redemption constitute special bless- 


ings of the Messiah now and in the future (2 Cor. 
1:10; Col. 1:14; Gal. 5:1). 

5. Victory (v. 5). Yet another result of the Mes- 
siah’s coming and work. The verse means that all 
indications of war will disappear in utter destruction, 
being piled up and burned. The soldiers’ heavy boots 
and blood-stained cloaks will be wholly consumed 
after the Divine victory. 


The Great Explanation (vs. 6, 7).—Now we are to 
a — all this is to be brought about through the 
essiah. 


1. The Provision (v. 6). The Messiah is described 
as a child just born and as a son given. Again the 
prophetic perfect tense, because the reference is to 
the Messiah, even though the primary idea may have 
been to the son of Ahaz, Hezekiah. God’s victory is 
thus to be accomplished through the coming of a 
little child, a wonderful testimony to the quiet power 
of Christ. Childlike trust and love are features of 
the Gospel. 


2. The Purpose (v. 6). The child was to be the 
Governor, and the shoulder represents the outward 
and visible sign of authority (22:22). Life needs 
government, and only as Christ is Lord can man find 
true satisfaction. And yet it is government by a 
“child,” symbolical of the genuine spirit. 


3. The Proof (v. 6). The name of the Messiah is 
given in several expressions descriptive of his rule. 
Perhaps the margin is best in arranging them as four, 
not five, each consisting of two words: “Wonderful 
Counsellor” ; “Mighty God”; “Father of Eternity”; 
“Prince of Peace.” These four titles express the 
(a) wisdom, (b) power, (c) eternity, and (d) peace- 
fulness of the Messiah, and there is no real doubt 
about their proper interpretation or their clear appli- 
cation to Christ. They indicate beyond question his 
deity. He is Divine in all his offices, for nothing 
short of godhead will suffice for the work. (5) 


4. The Progress (v. 7). This government followed 
by peace is to increase and grow perpetually, a won- 
derful assurance of the development of the Messiah’s 
power. The order of the two words, “government” 
and “peace,” is significant. The former is the cause 
of the latter, for there can be no “peace” without 
proper “government.” This authority is to be cSn- 
nected with the family of David (11:1), and the 
kingdom of the Messiah is to be marked by the two 
features of justice and righteousness. Here again 
we see how true the statement is, whether applied to 
the present, or in its fulness to the future. 


5. The Promise (v. 7). All this is assured of ful- 
filment by the “zeal of Jehovah of hosts.” God's 
divine “jealousy” in its good sense expresses the 
action of perfect holiness, and this is the guarantee 
that all that is promised will be performed. The full 
empire of Christ has yet to come to this world. It 
is the great stone of Daniel’s vision (Dan. 2: 44, 45). 
To-day Christ is the Lord and Master of his believ- 
ing people, but in the future he will be “King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19: 16). (6) 


Ill. Central Truths 


The Golden Text, verse 6, is one of the most fa- 
miliar, and yet one of the most striking passages in 
Scripture, and those who have heard the musical set- 
ting of the words in Handel’s Messiah will never for- 
get its grandeur, stateliness, and ever-increasing glory. 


1. Christ’s coming as a fact. “Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a Son is given.” There is thus no doubt 
whatever about the actual occurrence. Christianity 
is the only religion that is based on the fact of the 
Person and work of. the Messiah. It is well to re- 
member that there is no “perhaps” or “may be” about 
this. Christ has come, and he is the supreme fact of 
God. “The Fact of Christ” is the title of a truly 
helpful book by Dr. P. Carnegie Simpson.? 


2. Christ’s coming as a factor. It is not enough 
that Christ actually was born and lived and died, for 
the text says that all this was “unto us.’ So the 
angel said, “To you is born a Saviour” (Luke 2:11), 
and the Gospel is spoken of as “the gospel of. your 
salvation” (Eph. 1:13). It is therefore essential 
and imperative that the Christ of history should be- 
come the Christ of our personal experience, for 
otherwise his coming will be in vain, so far as we 
are concerned. 

“Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem be born, 

If he’s not born in thee, thy soul is still forlorn; 

The cross on Golgotha will never save thy soul, 

The cross in thine own heart alone can make thee whole.” 





1Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, Chicago and Toronto, 
75 cents net. 
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Be it ours to accept, appropriate and experience his 
pardon for the past, his power for the present, an 
his peace for the future. The first comes through 
fonversion, the second through consecration, and the 
third through confidence in him. 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Great Expectation. 
(a) Light (Matt. 2: 1-6). 
(b) Increase (Luke 1: 46-55). 
(c) Joy (Matt. 2: 7-15). 
(d) Deliverance (Luke 1 : 68-75). 
(e) Victory (John 1: 9-13). 


2. The Great Explanation. - 
(a) The Provision (John 1: 14-18). 
(b) The Purpose (Matt. 4: 17-23). 
(c) The Proof (John 1:1, 2). 
~(d) The Progress (Luke 1: 32, 33). 
(e) The Promise (Mark 16: 19, es 


Wryc.irre CoLieGce, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


War.—They that dwelt in the land of the shadow 
of death, upon them hath the light shined (v. 2). 
am writing this lesson on December 18, 1914. The 
newspapers are filled with the awfulness "of the great 
European war. I am struck with the patness of this 
passage at this time and the wonderful corroboration 
of God’s Word. Belgium and Poland swim in blood. 
The Russian losses before Warsaw are bulletined at 
120,000. The German loss at 160,000. In all 280,000 
fathers, sons and brothers. The heart-broken folks 
at home. Land of the shadow of death, sure enough. 
And here it is Christmas. These warring nations 
have been celebrating Christmas ever since they have 
been nations. But the light has never shined upon 
them or they could not hate and kill. When the light 
comes into the land of the shadow there is life and 
not death, love and not hate. The darkness of 
heathenism has nothing to show any worse than 
twentieth century Europe is now spreading. before 
the world. I have been reading “Gesta Christi,” and 
was coming to believe that perhaps after all the 
world was getting better and better. Then the war 
dogs that we thought were only police dogs were let 
loose one August day, and God’s fairest lands be- 
came gun-powder hells. So on this Christmas day 
I write in 1914, goes up the awful cry of Europa 
wailing for her slain. Yet some folks think we do 
not need the Christ child (2 Sam. 2:24; Rev. 19: 
17-19). (1) 


The Secret of “Fun.”—Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy és; 2° A. VD. Ik 
is Christmas’ The children in our family connec- 
tion are few and the uncles and aunts a whole lot. I 
have been to see a small nephew and his Christmas 
tree. He is not having near as good a time as he 
would like to have. He is simply swamped with 
fire-engines, drums, and Christmas stuff galore. We 
have multiplied the day and not increased the joy. 
There are lots of happier youngsters with a single 
box of blocks, or a single mechanical toy, or a single 
doll. They live around in the back street. And these 
back street kids were made happy by the price of a 
good cigar. Don’t forget that, Mr. Smoker. These 
United States have greatly multiplied in the last fifty 
years. Has the joy increased? Do folks have more 
fun nowadays than when you were a youngster? 
We have phonographs, moving-pictures, and all sorts 
of things our fathers never even dreamed of. But 
how about the fun? There will be more real joy to- 
night and to- -morrow out at the old homestead where 
there is less, than in any new-rich town house where 
there is more. “Where there is everything.” In town 
the caterer will be called’ in to do the trick. Out on 
the old farm loving hands have been for days seeding 
raisins, cracking nuts, making doughnuts, chopping 
mince-meat, and getting ready for the great dinner 
which will be the real thing of a Christmas dinner. 
The dinner with the touch (John 12:2). Both mul- 
tiplied people and multiplied things are more apt to 
be joyless than joymore. It all depends. India and 
China for peoples. Money and friends for things. 
Dan Crawford’s African said, “To have more is not 
to be better.” There can’t be too much of a Goop 
thing. 


The Christmas Color is Red.—Garments rolled in 
blood (v. 5). The great war in Europe is on. I 
have just read in a magazine a letter from a Swiss 
Red Cross nurse telling of train load after train load 
of wounded soldiers and train load after train load 
of the dead. The dead are tied up in bundles of four 
“to facilitate handling.” They are taken to a great 
furnace and burned up. Somebody’s fathers, sons, 
brothers, sweethearts. Yet some folks say the Devil 
is a myth! “Nobody believes in a Devil and Hell 
said ‘the 
Well, Catholics and Presbyterians are 

faith strengthened these days. No- 


nowadays but Catholics and Presbyterians,” 
smart one. 
having their 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Isa. 9: 2-7) 


‘The Question 
of the Hour 


M& GLADSTONE once said, ‘‘ We talk about 
the questions of the hour. There is but 
one question, how to bring the truth of God's 
Word into vital contact with the mind and 
heart of all classes of people."’ 


It is a fact admitted by the Christian, thé 
educator, and the statesman, that the lack of a 
knowl of the Bible in this generation is 
most deplorable. The only key to the knowl- 
edge contained in a book is the study of it. 
Our children study systematically the books 
prescribed in the day school ; why should they 
not study systematically and thoroughly the one 
Book which believers regard as the Word of 
God, and all men as the world’s greatest liter- 
ary monument? 

The Bible is a fascinating book. People, and 
particularly young people, should be given the 
opportun ty to find this out for themselves. “A 
Guide to Bible Study” is a simple, practical 
system designed to produce this direct, unob- 
structed acquaintance. The course has for its 
aim the study of the Bible itself, giving that 
first-hand intimate knowledge of its contents 
which transforms every life it touches. 

Suited to independent study in the home, for 
use in Family Worship or for Sunday Schools. 


SEND FOR 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 


ON INSPECTION 


Carefully graded. Practical, Scriptural. Makes 
the Word of God clear. Adds a new impetus 
to the study of the Bible asawhole. Endorsed 
by recdgnized authorities, 


In seven parts —a year's work to a part. 


Part 1. Genesis to Ruth. : 
“* 2. s Samuel to Nehemiah. \ dunior 
** 3. The Gospels and the Acts. J , 
« 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. 
“* 5. x Kings to Nehemiah (por-| Advanced 
tions of nine prophetical , Course 
oks). (S. S. “Inter- 
** 6. Life of Christ. 


= | mediate’’). 


7. The Acts and the Epistles. 


Paper covers, each Part. ......... $ .30 
 & = Pea -60 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth. .... 1.25 
Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth. ... . 1.50 


Descriptive pamphlet on request 


Index Publishing Company 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


My Suggestive Questions 


on the Interna- 
tional S. S. Les- 
son (Uniform Se- 
ries) for 1917 are 
ready. **Made 
G ” in nearly 
two thousand 
leading newspa- 
pers and many 
thousand Bible 
Classes. Enthu- 
siastically en- 
dorsed by Presi- 
dent Hadley of 
Yale University, 
Dr. A. F. Schauf- 
fler, of the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee, Bishop Fallows, 
Chancellor Burwash, Hon. justice McLaren, 
Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts and a host of others. If 
not published in a newspaper in your town, 
will furnish them in typewriter form ; each 
lesson (of about 20 questions) separate ; one 
year’s set 50 cents, 2 sets 75 cents, 4 sets $1.00 ; 
after that 20 cents per set. 




















Cost 8 cents a Sunday for Class of 20 | 


Every Sunday tn next week’s questions to 
each member of your class ; results in teaching 
efficiency will be remarkable. Absolutely 
unique questions; and, as Robert E. Speer 
says, ‘‘Make a Men's Bible Class a very lively 
and profitable class."" Address 


DR. T. S. LINSCOTT, Brantford, Ont. 


Bible Side-Lights from Shakespeare 


Rare Gift Book. 72 pp. Artist. bound Illus. 
Published at 60 cents 
by the author of THe Bis_e 1n SHAKESPEARE. 
Dr. F. Gunsaulus in sermon January 23 said, ‘‘I am 
indebted for much of the detail of Shakespeare’s pro- 
found knowledge of the Bible to my friend Rev. Wm. 
Kurgess in his Sook ‘7he Bible in Shakespeare.’”’ 
Special holiday ofter of Sidelights 50c post free. 
Tf you get this you will want the others. 
THE BOOK BUREAU, DESPLAINES, ILLINOIS 


-GRACE AND POWER“ 


A NEW BOOK ! 
ONLY ‘'Full of the possibilities of the Christian 
life, of the provision made for their reali- 
oye. zation, of the protective grace thrown 
around the believer.'’— Chr. Work. 
P.H. Revell Co., 158 5th Av.,N.Y. 17N.Wabash, Chicago 
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body has any other .explanation for 
ithe bloody robes of Europe. Heaven 
has no heart-break and ° suffering 
thand out. Heaven’s call’is the call to 

“Turn the other 
cheek.” your enemies.” It is 
Hell that cries “War” and “Death.” It 
was when Satan entered into Judas the 
blood-letting, pain, and anguish came 
at Calvary. Yes the blood that saved 
the worl If—. Garments rolled in 
blood will never go out of fashion until 
hearts changed by blood come into 
fashion. Militarism and war lords will 
never go out of fashion until religion 
and the Sermon on the Mount come 
into fashion. At Christmas all Chris- 
tendom sings “Good will to men.” 
the Christmas color is red. How Satan 
must laugh! (2) 


The Christmas Level.—The Prince of 
Peace ¢v. 6). The world was at peace 
when he came because all the world was 
under one strong rule. The world has 
never been at peace since. From the 
fall of Jerusalem until now men have 
been sharpening battle-axes. Human 
liberty has been gained—maybe! But 
what of it? In America, this land of 
the free and the home of the brave, we 
boast our “libertee, yes sir!” but the sad 
fact remains, the “gang” rules us. In> 
stead of a royal family, ancient and hon- 
orable upon the throne in city and state, 
every one knows what we have. How 
many of us would feel honored by hav- 
ing our rulers in our homes as guests? 
But things ‘are going to be changed. 
We shall have a ruler who is a Prince 
indeed. We are celebrating his natal 
day to-morrow. He is a ruler to be 
proud of. He goes into the homes of 
his people. He honors us and we are 
honored. There is no war where he has 
his way. His empire is Peace. I am 
not talking about heart empire, an in- 
tangible thing. I am thinking of land 
and trees and houses and people, and 
Jesus on the throne and love the mov- 
ing passion of men. A time when every 
day shall be a Christmas day, with its 
peace on earth and good will to men. 
The fact that not every Christian is 
hunting up folks to make them happy all 
days in the year shows we still have a 
long way to go to size up as a people 
fit for our Prince. If we were all just 
as good the rest of the year as we are 
just about now what a world this would 
be (Psa. 85: 10-12; Isa. 61:11). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


(The Mlustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Do not 
submit ‘illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


In the Birthday Book.—For unto us a 
child is born (Golden Text). A gentle- 
man visiting a friend for the first time 





daughter brought out her birthday text- 
book. Turning over the leaves from 
January 1, he read the names of many 
of her friends. 
cember 25 he found one line carefully 
Written, “Dear Jesus Christ.” “But, 
Mary,” said the gentleman, “this is only 
for names of your friends.” Looking 
up into his face, her face flushing with 
joy, “Why, Jesus,” she quietly replied, 
“is my very best and dearest Friend, and 
that is the nicest birthday of all the 
year.”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham 
Hill, London, Eng. 

Better Than Emperor.—Everlasting 
Father (Golden Text). A Roman Em- 
peror was passing through the streets 
of Rome in a triumphal procession, sur- 





rounded by attendants and soldiers. A 
child came out of the crowd and ran 
toward him. The soldiers cried, “Go 
' back, child! go back! he is your Em- 
peror!” But the child replied, “He is 


} to the Tiffany exhibit. There was a box 


And* 


had not long been seated when the little | 


When he came to De- | 


your Emperor, but he is my Father!” 
In -the i of God, Christ -is not, 
only our Prince of Peace, but also our 
Everlasting Father.—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. Dowen, 
Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. The prize’ 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
| tration. (1) 


In His Hands.—The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great 
light (Isa. 9:2). When I was at the 
World’s Fair in Chicago, in 1893, I went 


there as large as a common-sized Bible, 
| filled with precious stones, sapphires, 
and diamonds; the beryl and the ame- 
t yst; and many others. Right in the 
center was a comrnon-looking pebble, 
| and a man said to the clerk, “What do 
you have this pebble here for? If you 
| saw it on the floor you would pick it 
up and throw it out of the window.” 
The clerk took the stone out of the box 
and said, “You do not know the beauty 
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roy The best valueat the price anywhere 
THE 


Holman 
Pictorial Scholars’ 
Pronouncing Bible 


Size closed 54x74 inches. Over 
1,000 Contains thi 


LA 


Bible Lands; a Series of Helps to 
the Study of the Bible, including 
Four Thousand Questions and An- 


swers, and Beautiful Maps in Colors. 








Ask for No. 215 —French M ini 
ted under gold edges. Price, postage paid, 
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of this stone”; he held it, and in two or 
three minutes you could not see the, 
stone, but, instead, all the colors .f the | 
rainbow, moving in such rapid suc-| 
cession they would almost dazzle you; | 
but when the stone got cold the colors 
would vanish. You might place that 
stone on the window-sill on the hottest 
day and it would have no effect on it, 
but it would respond to the peculiar 
moisture of the human hand to bring 
out its beauty. When we are in God’s 
will, just lying passively in his hand, 
“the people that walk in darkness” will 
not see us, the unlovely stone, but the 
“great light” of the Life that abides 
within—From S. A. Jameson. Sent by 
Mrs. J. E. Canant, Granville, Ohio. (2) 


The OLD FAMILY BIBLE MODERNIZED 
THIRD EDITION IN TWO YEARS. 
THE 


Holman 


India Paper 
Self-Pronouncing 
Family Bible 


Printed on the finest India paper 
made. Size 9% x 11%. inches, 





13- 16ths of an inch thick, includ- 
ing covers, 950 pages. Weight, 
ounces, of 


Thin, light weight, compact. 





Whosoever Will.—Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there shall 
be no end (v. 7). In the city of Madras, 


| cross. On one transverse end of the 
of which is brown, after the color of the 
skin of the people of the East. On the 
other side of this section is another 
pierced hand, white, after the color of 
| the skin of the people of the West. It 
is a glorious symbol of a world Christ. 
—From an address by the late Presi- 
dent C. C. Hall. Sent by S. Otto 
Wright, Newport News, Va. 

The Physician’s Viewpoint.—The Son 
of man is not come to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them (Luke 9:56, 
A. V.). <A celebrated ‘physician who 


upon his lips was asked how he could 
be living among so many terrible dis- 
eases and yet not be overwhelmed by 
them. He replied: “I always look upon 
disease from a curative standpoint.” 
The heart of Christ would have broken 
long before he reached the cross had 
he not looked upon sinning humanity 
| from the “curative standpomt.” If we 
would have his joy in us let us take his 
view.—From The Expositor. Sent by 
Rev. T. De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, 
Ont., Can. ns 





Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
HE number 44 on our map is at- 





tached to the point of a V whose 
long arms promise an extended outlook 
| southeast. 









ry 
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MAP PATENT Mo, 656,568 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 
of that V, on the roof of a hillside 
| building within Bethlehem town. 
( Continued on next page) 





India, there is a chapel on the wall of | 
which there is the upper portion of a! 


cross there is a pierced hand, the skin' 


ReVinee lar Sa pe. 
etc. 

Two Bindings: Morocco endl Testa Utieanse. 

This Bible will appeal to the of the large 

type India paper Encyclopedia Britannica, as it i 
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THE BEST WAY 


always entered a sick-room with a smile! § 






INDIVIDUAL 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 

Why not introduce it now? 

It is reverent. It is sanitary. 

The Service is chaste and beautiful, 

The quality of our Service is tho 

est on the market. 

Quality—not price—should determing 
your choice. 


Write for Iitustrated Price List 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 
1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 
please 








When answering advertisements, 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Blackboard Illustrations 
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orkers— Articles 
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to all in the family circle, 
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The Woman’s Medical College of 
Pennsylvania is planning to raise 





$200,000) 





in a campaign to be conducted in 


Philadelphia 


The Endowment of $500,000 already possessed by the Woman's Medical 
College has, up to this time, made possible its honored and extraordi- 


nary work in equipping women for 
now laid upon Medi 
Educators make an increase 


The first woman physician sent 
(Dr. Clara Swain, 1869 

time more than 130 women me 

its halls. 


education of women in medicine. 


graduation they return to their own 


to this college. 


must be added immediately 


Endowment Fund. 


People’s Society, do the same? 





cal Colleges by State laws and the Council of Medical 
a hadewaest Fund a necessity. 
The Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania leads the world in 
sending women medical missionaries to the foreign and home fields. 


) was a — of this college, and since that 
ical 


It is the only high-grade college in the United States for the separate 


It is the door of opportunity for women of the Orient coming to 
America to study medicine ; for their deep-seated traditions tend to 
make it impossible for them to study medicine in classes with men. After 


An increasing number of promising women are applying for admission 


And N if the Woman’s Medical College is to extend 
OW—its unique work, two hundred thousand 


A business women’s Bible class in Philadelphia recently surprised 
their woman-physician teacher by handing her fifty dollars for this 


Will you, your Church, Bible School, Missionary Society, Young 


Write for fuller information to the Dean, Dr. Clara Marshall, 
Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania, Twenty-first Street and 
North College Avenue, Philadelphia, or send to-day_your subscription to 
Girard Trust Company, Broad and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


December 4th to 16th 


ife service. But the requirements 


by any foreign missionary board 


missionaries have gone out from 


people and do notable service. 


to its present endowment. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 
( Continued from preceding page) 


Half the town lies at our feet, flat- 
roofed houses closely covering most of 
the nearer ground. Half a mile ahead 
some gray stone structures stand up 
taller than the rest. They include the 
famous Church of the Nativity and 
some associated convents. In a cave, 
partly natural, partly artificial, in the 
limestone rock below that church, Mary 
of Nazareth, wearied by the long 
journey, found shelter when the time 
came for the birth of her Son. The 
cave is now a subterranean chapel, vis- 
ited by countless pilgrims, retaining no 
resemblance to the place which Jesus 
first siw through human eyes. 

If we direct our own gaze now far 
out beyond the town to the hills of 
southern Judea, we look on pastures 
where sheep have been kept from 
David’s time down through Joseph’s 
and even into 1916. On one of the 
highest hills, distinguishable by its 
artificially leveled top, there was nine- 
teen hundred years ago a Roman fort, 
a continual reminder of the hateful 
domination of a pagan Emperor, a con- 
tinual call to prayer for the promised 
Deliverer, the Saviour of souls. 

Stereograph: “David’s City, Bethle- 
hem, Southeast to Frank Mountain.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
for the year. he use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in 
making the lesson places real. Forty-four 
places will be visit in 1916; the forty-four 
stereographs cost $7.33, and if all are or- 
dered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-let- 
tered case is given free. Eleven places are 
to be visited and described with the lessons 
of this fourth quarter, cost, $1.84. The four 
for December alone, 67 cents. (Less than 
four in one order, 20 cents each). Sterco- 





scopes, 90 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid on all orders for stereographs and 
stereoscopes. 
scenes can also be obtained. 
50 cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; col- 
ored, $1.10. In orders for twenty-five or 


more at one time prices are: plain slides, | 
40 cents each; sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, | 


$:. Address The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, tog3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Lantern slides of the same | 
Plain slides, | 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou who art the light 
hast come into our darkness to make it like 
the noonday. There is no darkness where 
thou art, and we thank thee that at this 
Christmas time we may, as little children, 
turn to the promise of thy coming and the 
fact of thy coming with hearts as glad as 
the sunlight. May thy life be the light that 
shines through us to draw others to thee, , 
and in all our giving in this happy time 
may we not neglect to give forth to others 
the story of thy life. In thy dear. name. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever rise | 
after a restless night and look out of 
the window in the hope of seeing the 
first signs of the dawn? You wanted 
the day to come. You were tired of the 
darkness. Then in the east you saw 
the first beams of light stealing across 
the heavens, and even while you watched 
you could see the light beginning to en- 
circle the horizon, and finally flooding 
the familiar trees and houses in your 
neighborhood. 

ave you ever noticed the look 
on the face of une who has just ac- 
cepted Jesus Christ as Saviour? Isn’t 
there a light and a peace and a new joy 
shining out in a way that has never 
been true before with that person? One 
who had walked in darkness had seen 
a great light, and one who had dwelt 
in the land of the deep darkness of 
death had found the light shining upon 
him. No wonder he was joyous and 
glad! No wonder the morning trees 
and the fields on these bright winter 
days send back the sunshine! 

We do well to look for the light. If 





any of us are disturbed or burdened 
at this Christmas time, let us remind 
ourselves that we are not children of 
the darkness, but children of light. We 
ought to have the Christmas face, not 
only now, but every day,—the face that 
tells of the coming of Jesus Christ into 
our lives. How can we help showing his 





presence if he is to us what is in. | 


New Testament. This may be asso- 


plied in the names for him given in/ ciated with Isaiah’s message, suggested 


the. Golden Text? Let us see if we! 
can repeat them: Wonderful, Coun- | 
sellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. | 
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BECAUSE JESUS CAME 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Hail to the brightness of Zion’s glad 
morning.” | 

* Hark! the herald angels sing.” 

“It came upon the midnight clear.” 

* Joy to the world! the Lord is come.” 

“ The light of the world is Jesus.” 

“The morning light is breaking.” 

“The race that long in darkness pined.” 

“ Watchman, tell us of the night.” 

“While shepherds watched their flocks by 
night.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 72: 1-19 (146: 1-4). 
Psalm 8: 1-9 (12: 1-4). 
Psalm 86 : 8-13 (173 : 6-9). 
Psalm 21: 1-7 (38: 1-4). 
Psalm 89 : 1-11 (178 : 1-3, 5). 





q Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 





| Wonderful, 





ESSON Teacuinc.—Christmas is a| 
glad day, because Jesus Christ was 
born. 


Note.—Most of the prophecy for to- | 
day’s Scripture is beyond the compre- | 
hension of children. They need the} 
Christmas message recorded in the! 


as the Memory Text. 


Introduction—In the Holy: City, 
which we talked about last Sunday, 
Jesus had lived with his Father in 
Heaven. Long before this world was 
made he helped his Father, God, to plan 
it for the people who should live in 
this world. Because they did not do 
right God so loved this world that he 
gave (Jesus) his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life, and 
should. go to live with Him in the 
Heavenly Home. 


Christmas Story—In Heaven it was 


| decided that Jesus should come to 


earth to show the people how to live,— 
that he should come as a little baby and 
grow like other children, through boy- 
hood until he became a man and spoke 
His Father’s messages. 

For many years the Jewish people 
had expected his coming. God sent 
messages by his prophets. Some of 
these messages came through Isaiah hun- 
dreds of years before Jesus was born. 
“*T’ stands for Isaiah, a prophet of old, 

Who often the coming of Jesus foretold.” 


This was Isaiah’s message, “Unto us 
a child is born, unto us a Son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of ~Peace. 
Of the increase of his government. and 
of peace there shall be no end. 

The Jewish people knew this promise. 
Year after year they waited for it to 
come true. Every Jewish family hoped 
that the promised baby might 4 born 
to them. 

Years went by before an angel brought 
a message from God to a beautiful 
young woman, named Mary, who lived 
in Nazareth. She knew that she had 
been chosen to be the mother of Jesus, 
for the angel said, You shall have a 
child, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (isa. 9 : 2-7) 
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oDEnTAVE 


FOR 


SERVICE 


You Can Render Your Church a Real Service by 
Making it Acquainted with Rodeheaver Music 


SONGS FOR SERVICE 


The songbook that is used exclusively in the great ‘“‘BILLY’’ SUNDAY CAMPAIGNS 
This great songbook, just entering upon its second year, is already in the hands of 


over one mill 


25 cents; limp, 18 


press. 








singers. Such remarkable commendation has never before been 

bestowed upon a gospel songbook. You may havea copy for 15 days’ FREE exami- 

nation if you will state that you will remit the retail price or return in 
at the end of thattime. 288 pages, in three bindings: cloth, 35 cents; 

limp, 25 cents; manila, 20 cents postpaid. % 

cents; manila, 1§ cents; not prepaid. 

THE RECHARGED LIVE WIRE—Great new Prohibition song- 
book ; contains ‘‘De Brewer's Big Hosses’’ and the other effective 
songs of the Sunday temperance meetings. 64 pages. 
copy, postpaid ; $10.00 the 100, not prepaid. 

RODEHEAVER COLLECTION FOR MALE VOICES—Just from the 

160 pages, replete with excellent new selections. 
copy, postpaid. Sample for examination on request. 
OCTAVO GOSPEL SULOS AND DUETS—Very 
effective in special meetings. 
booklet FREE. 


ood condition 


quantities, cloth, 


15 cents the 


50 cents the 


Send for thematic 
Many new ones listed. 


THE GOSPEL CHOIR—Our monthly for choir 
and evangelistic singers, is just starting a fine course 
of study in voice training. Send for sample copy. 

RAINBOW SONGS—Splendid new Primary song- 
book. Best book of recent years for all juniors. 


= 


30 cents the copy, $25 the 100. 


OUR NEW CATALOGUE is ready. 
Want one? 


The Rodeheaver Company 


1087 Monon Building, = - «+ Chicago 


; ins 687 Commercial Building, Philadelphia 
PAINS one 





Books to be given them. 


J fine white Bible 


study, and in al 


381A Fourth Avenue, 


Make This a 
Bible Giving Christmas 


Every boy and girl wants a Bible “all their very 
own”’ as soon as they are able to tead, and Christmas 
is one of the most appropriate times for the Book of 


The*American Standard Bible is used and recommended 
by the Great Biblical Scholars and the great religious denomi- 
nations because it is ‘‘the most accurate translation of the 
Bible, which is the first essential to the student, and also 

the simplest and clearest in its language, and so the most easily 

understood by the average person.’’ 
You can obtain a Bible or Testament in a choice of types printed on 
aper or Nelson’s famous India paper, suitable 


and girls, young olks, parents, teachers, preachers, or home reading and 
styles of binding. Prices from 15 cents to $65.00. 


Your Bookseller can show you the Nelson Bibles, 
descriptive booklet to the publishers. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons 
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The most accurate and therefore the best is 


THE AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBLE 


Authorized and Edited by the American Revision Committee 


It is the standard text for all the leading colleges, Universi- 
ties, Theological Seminaries and Bible Training Classes, as 
well as for the International and Graded Sunday School Lessons. 


e for boys 


Send for 


New York 

















for He shall save His people from their 
sins. 

It was a wonderful secret for Mary 
to keep until that first Christmas night 
when the baby Jesus was born and laid 
in his manger bed of hay in Bethlehem. 

“Once a little baby lay 
Cradled on the fragrant hay, 
Long ago on Christmas.” 


It was a wonderful Christmas night 
when from heaven the glory of the 
Lord shone around and an angel said, 
Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all the peo- 
ple; for there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ, the Lord. 

Shepherds in the fields, watching their 
sheep, saw the glory and heard the mes- 
sage and the heavenly host praising 
God and saying: Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace. 

Quickly the shepherds went to Beth- 
lehem to find the child Jesus. (Sing an 
appropriate song.) When they had 
seen him, they went gladly. to tell 
others, glorifying and praising God 
that His promise had come true. 

When the baby was a little older, 
Mary and Joseph moved with him into 
a house. Other visitors came. Wise 
men from afar opened their treasures 
and offered unto him gifts. 

So Christmas is the time of year 
when relatives and friends send gifts. 
In Sunday-school we plan to remem- 
ber others to make them happy at 
Christmas time. “White Gifts for the 
King” suggests a beautiful way. Ex- 
plain your plan. 

To-night will be Christmas eve. It 
is Sunday, too. Many will sing Christ- 
mas songs and tell the Christmas story 
in memory of God’s greatest gift to all 
the world, 

Jesus lived on this earth, 
He was once a little child, 





1Accounts of how schools have carried out 
the White Gifts plan were published in the 
Times of October 21, November 4, and No- 
vember 11. 





He went about doing good, 
He was crucified and buried, 
He rose from the dead, 
He went back to heaven, 
He sent His Holy Spirit, 
The Holy Spirit is our helper, 
We are His witnesses. 
Hand-work.—Attach a gilt star to 
each child’s paper. Suggest something 
to do for others, such as the wrapping 
and carrying of some gifts for the poor. 
Close with a bright Christmas song. 


CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


AVE you ever known what it is to 

be in the mountains or country at 
night in intense darkness? A young 
girl with her parents had attended the 
Christmas exercises at the country 
church. During the service a terrific 
storm arose. Without was pitch dark- 
ness. They found their way home by 
the lightning flashes. They would drive 
as far as the light revealed the road, 
then wait for another flash. A dan- 
gerous precipice bordered the road. 
They could scarcely have reached home 
in safety had they not had some light. (1) 

ho can imagine the peril, helpless- 
ness, and darkness of this world had 
Christ not come to give light? 

Suppose we imagine ourselves in the 
heart of some heathen country, where 
the Gospel of Christ has not been taken. 
What do you find? Little children 
murdered, cast off to die, or sold ac- 
cording to the whim of their parents; 
girls and women are treated as animals, 
beasts of burden, or slaves. There are 
no homes for orphans and neglected 
children. When people grow old and 
are poor relatives cast them off to suf- 
fer and die: There are no homes for 
the poor, the aged, and insane. Sick 
folks are treated with all sorts of tor- 
tures, witchery and superstition in order 
to drive the evil spirits away. (2) 

The Jewish people were living in one 


of the darkest times of their history 
when Isaiah, God’s messenger, prophe- 
sied that God was going to send a light 
(v. 2) which would dispel all of this 
darkness. It was seven hundred years 
after Isaiah prophesied before God’s 
gift came. Let girls recall other prophe- 
cies of Christ. 

Some folks tell us Jesus was only a 
human baby and grew to be the same 
sort of human man we become, but our 
Scripture says he was more than the 
ordinary baby, that he was also God’s 
Son (v. 6). Should any girl think that 
Christ came into existence at his hu- 
man birth, show her from Scripture that 
the Son was pre-existent with the 
Father in the very beginning, before 
anything was created (John 1: 1-4; Col. 
1:16, 17; John 17:5). (3) 

Ask your girls how the titles in verse 
6 apply to Christ. These titles are a 
revelation of the person, work, and 
character of Christ. Christ is “Won- 
derful” in his nature, being God, yet at 
the same time true man (Col. 2:9; Heb. 
1:8; 1 Tim. 2:5). Christ is “Wonder- 
ful” in character, tempted in all ways to 
sin, yet remaining absolutely faultless 
and sinless. “Wonderful” in his love, 
willing to forsake his glory in heaven 
to come to earth, suffering shame, to re- 
deem us. “Wonderful” in his work, for- 
giving and keeping us from sin, trans- 
forming our lives and giving us a joint 
inheritance with himself (Rom. 8:17). 
Christ is the only safe “Counsellor.” 
Being the embodiment of wisdom and 


No one guided by him ever 
He is the only Pilot 


ends. 
failed of success. 


to port. Jesus is like the piflar of cloud 
and fire that led Israel safely through 
the wilderness to the promised land 
(Rom. 11: 33-36). 

Christ is the 


perfect “Counsellor,” 











Ged.” 


~ 





never having made a mistake, he will | 
never lead us astray, but will always | 
guide us by the best ways to the best | 


who can always bring our ship safely | 


and “Wonderful” because he is “Mighty | 
It is Christ who holds the sun, | 


moon, and planets in their courses (Col. 
1:16, 17). All power and authority are 
his, so there is nothing too hard for 
him. Christ is without end, from eter- 
nity to eternity. As expressed in He- 
brew, “the Father of Eternity.” Christ 
is also Father in his mercy, compassion, 
patience and love (Rom. 2:4). (4) 
When we do something wrong we 
have no peace. Only the folks who have 
Jesus in their hearts have peace. And 
people not at peace with God cannot 
live at peace with their fellow-people. 
If Jesus “The Prince of Peace” ruled 
the life of every person in the universe, 
war would cease, riot and Woodshed 
would end. Praise God, the day will 
come when Christ shall reign supreme. 
Have you enrolled under this Com- 
mander who knows no defeat? Christ, 
the Hero, King, Son of God, and Re- 
deemer, is looking for a Christmas gift 
from you to-day. He wants you to 
place the government of your life over 
upon his shoulders (v. 6). He will carry 
the load and responsibility and set you 
free. Can’t you trust him? Christ is 
expecting Christmas gifts from girls 
who will say, “Lord, use me in any way 
you choose to tell the people still living 
in darkness of the Light, Christ Jesus.” 


For Next Week’s Lesson 

Who wrote Acts? 

What are the keyword and verse? 

What does Acts tell? 

Who were the first missionaries? 

From what church did they go? 

How have we profited by Paul’s mis- 
sionary journeys? 

How did Paul get to Rome? 


Biste Institute, Los ANGELES. 


vw 


A little chap in the New England hills 
prepared in his own way for the Lord’s 
return on Christmas Day. If you want 
that beautiful Christmas gift book, “A 
Little Shepherd of Bethlehem,” by Mrs. 
Annie T. Slosson, send fifty cents to 
The Sunday School Times Company 
very soon. 
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Four 


Worth While 
Christmas 
Gift Books 





Little Merry Christmas 


The immediate success of this un- 
usual Christmas story has called 
forth a new popular-priced edition. 


‘*From the moment she alights, one wintry 
night, at the snow-piled station of Oatka 
Center, little Mary Christie begins to carry 
sunshine and happiness into the frosty 
homes, and still frostier hearts of its inhab- 
itants.''"— Presbyterian Banner. 


New popular edition. Illustrated. 
50 cents, postpaid. 





The Comrade in White | 


By W. H. Learuem. With an In- 
troduction by Hugh Black, D.D. 


‘tT have read the proof sheets. I think the 
stories emphasize pon spiritual reality, 
and in these days of rampant materialism 
they are fitted to open windows upon the 
neglected and forgotten spiritual world." 
—/j. H. Jowett, D.D. 


so cents, postpaid. 





A Story of Christmas Eve in Gotham. 


The Girl Who 
Walked Without Fear 


By Louise Rice. This is both a 
story and an indictment of so-called 
Christian America. 

** As novel as it is interesting. The message 
which runs like a thread of gold hate + 
the pretty tale is one which renders the 
work an ideal gift book.'’—Dayton Herald. 


go cents, postpaid. 





A Beautiful Gift Book. 


A Little 
Shepherd of Bethlehem 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOsson. Mrs. 
Slosson has written many New Eng- 
land stories that have found a place 
among our distinctively American 
literary treasures in the appreciative 
estimate of both British and Ameri- 
can readers and critics. Imagina- 
tion and sympathy, a complete un- 
derstanding of her New England 
material, and the picturing of pathos 
and beauty disclosed in the charac- 
ter of some who are MF different 
from other folks,”"—all have given 
Mrs, Slosson’s stories a place quite 
by themselves. 


“A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem,” 
a Christmas blessing to any one who 
reads it, tells of a lonely boy among 
the New Hampshire hills who was 
profoundly moved to prepare in his 
own way for our Lord’s return on 
Christmas Day. But it is impossi- 
ble to do more than suggest the story, 
which is attractively offered 10 artis- 
tic book form especially suitable for 
a Christmas gift, with a frontispiece 
by Charles Stephens. s0 cents, 

. postpaid, 








For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - ~-. Philadelphia 
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“AND HIS NAME SHALL BE 
CALLED ----MIGHTY GOD.” 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


HAT has Christmas to do with 
these lessons on Paul?” began 
teacher. 

“If Christ hadn’t beén born Paul 
couldn’t have become a Christian nor 
have been a missionary nor have writ- 
ten those epistles,” spoke up little Carl. 

Teacher said that was so. To ex- 
plain Paul we have to go back to the 
birth of Christ; to explain our own sal- 
vation and hope of that heavenly home 
in last lesson we have to go back to the 
birth of Christ; and to explain the birth 
of Christ we have to go back to John | 
97.6. 

He passed around our class stereo- 
scope with a picture of Bethlehem, and 
pointed out the big church built over 
the cave where Jesus was born, the 
fields away out yonder where the shep- 
herds were keeping their flocks, and all 
about it! That town was the very 
oeee where “He gave his only begotten 
Son.” 

Teacher explained how in Isaiah’s day, 
seven hundred years before Christ, the 
prophets were looking forward to the 
Messiah’s coming. In the midst of per- 
secution and oppression by heathen na- 
tions Isaiah told the people that: a 
Saviour had been. promised who should 
finally bring peace, liberty, and joy to 
his people. So clear was this vision to 
the prophet that he spoke of Christ as 
if he had already been born. 

At this point we read the lesson and 
then answered the home study ques- 
tions, 

Bumps said the people dwelling in the 
land of the shadow of death meant that 
soon Israel would be conquered and 
driven into captivity, while lots of them 
would be killed, something like the 
Armenians now. That cloud was even 





then hanging over northern Israel. But 
when Christ should come he would 
drive all such clouds away by the light 
of liberty and salvation. 

Christ was also to break off the yoke, | 
staff, and rod, it says. Bulldog explained | 
that when big rocks or beams were to | 
be moved in olden times the king would | 
make his slaves carry the load by put- 


1 See ‘Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 747 in 
this issue. 


| wrong yoke. 





ing poles under it and laying the poles 


very heavy they used big. cross pieces 


across their shoulders. If the load ses | 


almost like ox yokes. 
slaves didn’t go fast enough, the task- 
masters would beat them with a stick. 
That was the rod of. the oppressor, as 
the cross pieces were the staff and the 
yoke. Christ’s coming was to deliver 
these people from any such burdens that 
their enemies might have put upon them, 
and to set them free, as Gideon did the 
Israelites when the Midianites op- 
pressed them. 

Of course the Jews didn’t accept 
Christ when he came, so he couldn’t do 
for them, as a nation, all these things 
that he wanted to do. But he does them 
in a spiritual way for every one who ac- 
cepts him. He drives away the clouds 
of fear and of condemnation, breaks off 
the yoke of Satan’s bondage, and then 
because he does not want to turn us out 
to wander he says: “Take my yoke upon 
you. .My yoke is easy and my burden 
light.” 

When we do accept him he fills us 
with a joy much deeper and sweeter 
than a harvest festival or a military vic- 
tory. He gives us a taste of the joy they 
have in heaven. - 

Fred told about the bonfire that Isaiah 
said should some day be kindled to burn 
up all the trappings of war when uni- 
versal peace shall reign. 

Bulldog thought the bonfire wouldn’t 
be very soon, the way things look now. 
But teacher said the world cannot know 
real peace until it is wholly under the 


Then if the|” 





sway of the Prince of Peace, and that 
will be only when he comes again in 
power and great glory to sit upon the | 
throne of his father David forever. | 
Then peace shall reign in all nations, 
just as the peace that passeth all under- 
standing fills all hearts that really en- | 
throne Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 

The trouble with the world and, 
worldly people is that they have on the | 


| 
| 





BONDAGE 
SATAN’S YOKE sorrow 
STRIFE 


LIBERTY 
CHRIST’S YOKE Joy 
PEACE 











| Sabbath before 


DECEMBER 9, 1916 


For next Sunday we have to find in 
the last six chapters of Acts 


A boy who broke up a plot. 
. An officer who prevented a lynching. 

An untruthful lawyer. 

A judge who wanted a bribe. 

A defendant who wouldn’t defend 
himself. 

A prisoner who took command. 

A dcuffed evangelist. 

Terre Haute, Inp. 


eo 
A Railroad Review 


Y BUSINESS as a railroad man 
suggested to me the Sunday-school 
railroad ticket shown here, as a, plan for 
Review Sunday of the Second Quarter. 

1. I had a ticket for every one. 

2. They gave me, when [ called for 
it, the title (Paul to Galatia, etc.). 

3. Then they gave the Golden Text. 

4. I applied the lesson to each of us 
as we live to-day, and in doing so would 
use an illustration, sometimes found in 
The Sunday School Times, but just as 
often from the daily newspaper, or an 
“ad” from a magazine, or elsewhere. 

5. After going over the twelve les- 
sons, I applied the quarter’s lessons as 
a whole, calling attention to the fact 
that all railroads have a distinct name, 
such as “The Sunset Route,” for in- 
stance; and so our road was “The Road 
to Happiness.” 

pointed out that the lessons 
showed us how to give “A Square Deal” 
to every one—to be “Honest,” to “Live 
Clean,” to “Do Righteousness”—and 
then impressed on all that the “Re- 
sponsibility is Yours.” 

The followiie reproduction gives a 
suggestion of the printed form: 


The Sunday-School Road 


NON-TRANSFERABLE April 2—9 
“ 
Good—Subject to— a 
A Square Deal— May 7—14 
Honesty— « -n-o 
Clean Living — June 4—11 
Righteousness. “«  18—28 


STOP-OVER TO DO GOOD ALLOWED; 
ANYWHERE AND EVERYWHERE 





ROUTE—Via The Salisbury Sunday-School 
BAGGAGE - GOOD DEEDS 
ALTERATIONS VOID THIS TICKET 
RESPONSIBILITY—Is Yours. 

HOWARD F. LANDON, Supt. 








PHILIPPI a 

- to nid 
OQ 

se THE PRISON — 
Subject to Condition of Contract a 
PAUL a 

ms to O 
” GALATIA iy 
Subject to Condition of Contract a 











The tickets that have not been re- 
produced, but which follow the same 
form, covering lessons from 10 to 1, 
read as follows: Troas to Philippi; 
Jerusalem to Antioch; Lystra to Derbe; 
Perga to Iconium; Cyprus to Antioch; 
Jerusalem to The Prison; Paul to The 
Corinthians; Czsarea to Joppa; Lydda 
to Joppa; Jerusalem to Damascus.— 
Thomas Martin, Lakeville, Conn. 
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Three-Minute Reviews 


AM the teacher of a mixed class of 
middle-aged married people. On the 
review I gave out 


twelve slips of paper to as many differ- 
ent persons, reading as follows: 

Please give three minutes’ talk on 
Give setting, outline, 


Lesson No. 1. 























LESSON FOR- DEC, 24 (sa. 9: 2-7) 


and principal teaching. Also show 
how the lesson has been of practical 
help to you, and how it can be made 
so to others. . 

Of course each slip called for a dif- 


' ferent lesson. It would have done your | 


heart_good to be present in class that 
morning. There was every evidence of 
preparation. Each member will re- 
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when I knew that the life-and-death 
struggle was on, a tremor shook my 
body and then I thought, “If any one 
must keep his nerve, it is the doctor,” 
and I prayed: “O God, keep me quiet,” 
and instantly every vestige of fear left 
me. In like manner the hearts of all the 
| mission circle were kept in quiet and 
| confidence, though bullets broke our 


member with pleasure that forty-five- windows and rattled like hail on the 


minute lesson period when there were 
so many new teachers developed.—A. H. 
Morrow, Santa Ana, Cal. 


oe 
Facing the Terrible Turks 


( Continued from page 744) 


The Protestant evangelist Vartan was 
fearless and indefatigable in “his efforts 
to encourage the defenders, and his sud- 
den death from a bullet in his brain as 
he was hurrying to encourage a hard- 
pressed position served only to empha- 
size in the minds of all his nearness to 
God and to make all feel, as they missed 
him, how great was the power of .one 
godly man. 

Throughout the siege there were about 
six thousand refugees in the American 
mission premises and twelve thousand 
were fed from the premises. There 
were heartrending and touching scenes, 
as for instance when a woman with her 
nine-year-old boy came into the mission 
wringing her hands and crying repeat- 
edly, “Will God ever forgive me?” She 
with her husband and four children were 
fleeing from the village when her hus- 
band was shot down. Unable to run and 
carry them farther, the mother took the 
hands of the older children, and leaving 
her daughter of six years and the baby 
boy of two on the plain, fled to save her- 
self and the other two. The baby was 
warmly dressed, but the little girl had 
but a single garment, a shirt. The 
plucky little maid took her two-year-old 
brother on her back and carried him 
seven miles up the mountain through the 
snow in her bare feet a day and a half, 
without food, and following the strag- 
glers brought him to our gate, where we 
found them crying of hunger at day- 
break one morning. The reunion of 
mother and children put in a touch of 
joy which compensated for a good deal. 

The Armenian quarter in the “Gar- 
dens” was about a mile square and de- 
fended by about twelve hundred men 
and boys, while those who were without 
arms dug trenches and tunnels and car- 
ried supplies. The Armenians estab- 
lished a factory and made by hand about 
two thousand cartridges and case bul- 
lets daily for the modern rifle, and also 
made their own powder, smokeless and 
black. 

At one place, where the Turks were 


tunneling toward the Armenian de-} 


fenses, the Armenians. also tunneled be- 
low the Turkish tunnel. The Turk fell 
through the floor of his tunnel and in 
a few minutes the Armenians were in 
the Turkish barracks and it was ablaze. 
The Armenians used every sort of ruse 
to waste the Turks’ ammunition, while 
they husbanded their own and used only 
revolvers when possible. They tied a 
lantern to a dog’s neck or ‘empty cans 
on a horse’s back and firing a shot 
started them down the main street ona 
dark night. The Turks, thinking that 
it must be a messenger trying to get 
through their lines from the Gardens to 
the old city, blazed away, and the firing 
being heard on other fronts was sup- 
posed to mean an attack by Armenians 
in force. Before the Turks found out 
that there was no one but the dog to be 
hit, they had wasted perhaps one hun- 
dred thousand rounds of cartridges. 

On one occasion, returning from my 
rounds about midnight (for being the 
only physician in a population of forty- 
five thousand during the siege, I was 
busy nineteen hours a day), I thought 
from the peculiar squeak in the air that 
the windmill was needing oil. Investi- 


gation, however, showed that it was mo- 
tionless, in a dead calm. Then I guessed 
birds migrating, but it finally dawned 
on me that it was bullets criscrossing 
overhead. 

During the first moment of the attack, 





tiles of our roof. 


A letter sent by Dr. Ussher and others 
to the Governor-General, telling him that 
bullets and cannon balls were entering 
the mission premises, and that nine peo- 
ple had been wounded, called forth in 
reply a threat from the Governor-General 
to turn all his artillery upon the premises 
and utterly destroy them. Wouid they 
dare to do it? Dr. Ussher’s narrative of 
what followed will be published in next 
week’s issue of the Times. 


["e Young People’s 





Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, December 24 . 


Helping to Accomplish the Purpose of 
Christ’s Coming (John 10: 1-16). 


(Christmas Meeting.) 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Publishing the message (Isa. 4o: 
9-11). 

Tues.—Praying for men (James 5 : 16-20). 
Wed.—Fishers of men (Matt. 4: 18-20). 
Thurs.—Examples for men (Tit. 3: 1, 2). 
Fri.—Lovers of men (1 John 3g: 14-18). 
Sat.—Victory! (Rev. 5 : 6-14.) 











How can we help Christ’s “other sheep”? 
How can we help forward good will and 
peace? 
| How can we fulfil His will in us? 


| JF CHRIST had come and no one had 
| written down an account of his com- 
‘ing, or if those who met him had said 
nothing about him to others, how much 
would his coming be influencing the 
world to-day? And if the world’s 
knowledge of Christ to-day were lim- 
ited to the proclamation which we have 
of him, how widely would he be known 
‘and how deeply his Gospel be influenc- 
ing the world? It was absolutely indis- 
pensable to the fulfilment of the mission 
of Christ that men should be found to 
bear witness to it and to carry far and 
wide the good news that he had come. 
He chose his apostles that they might 
go and festify to what they had seén 
and heard. And his last words to his 
disciples were a command to let the 
whole world know what had happened. 
If there had been no one to do this 
the very purpose of his coming would 
| have been frustrated. 
we 

Christ also relied upon men to help 
to fulfil his mission by prayer. The 
fields were white to the harvest. He 
could not go everywhere. “Pray ye the 
Lord of the harvest,” he said, “that He 
send forth laborers into His harvest.” 
Those who neglect to pray retard the 
accomplishment of the errand on which 
our Lord came into the world. He did 


our co-operation with God in the work 
of prayer. True prayer will mean the 
coming of Christ to-day into regions of 
the world and areas of human life from 
which our prayerlessness will exclude 
him. 

4 


Christ came to catch men. He 
wanted his disciples to be fishers of men 
also. Only so would they be his dis- 
ciples. The mission of the Saviour was 
to seek and to save the lost. It was not 
to establish a small sect of a new kind 
of Pharisees who would find their joy 
in believing that no one was in the way 
of being saved and that they themselves 
could not be sure of salvation. Jesus’ 
call was wide and sure and he knew his 
sheep and was sure that he would have 
many, and that lifted up from the earth 
he would draw all men unto himself. 
He counts upon us to share his purpose 





his part during his earthly life. But the | 
part that is now to be done requires | 





and his confidence, and to help him 
gather his great flock. 

4 
If we want Christ to rule the world 
we must make him King within our 
own lives. We fulfil his joy by being 
likeminded with him, and we fulfil his 
joy thus because thus we fulfil his mis- 
sion. He is the Light of the World. 
We are the lights of the world. The 
Light shines in and through the lights. 
He comes to men té-day through other 
men to whom he has come through yet 
other men. It is a ceaseless process. 
There is no other process. The Bible 
may make him known. But men wrote 
the Bible, by the Spirit, and men trans- 
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lated it, and men print it and distribute 
it. Christ needs men to go forth in. 
Without them his coming is unfulfilled. 
Are we open to his use ? 

ME 

Wherever we go, do those who meet 
us feel that Christ has come? 

To call Christ Lord and not do the 
things that he says is to frustrate not 
to fulfill his coming. 

Christ’s coming was the fulfilment of 
all the good of the past. To fulfil his 
coming now is to serve all time, to com- 
plete the past and to prepare for the 
future. 

New York Ciry. 
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The Latest Word on Exploration and Investigations in Bible Lands 








trations, printed on Special Coated Paper. Maps of 


| book seeks to com; into one volume 
much material of i 


of the volume, its orderly arrangement for ready 
working value to ini 
The Sunday School Times 


Archaeology 
and the Bible 


By George A. Barton, Ph.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Biblical Literature and Semitic Languages in Bryn Mawr College; 
President of American Oriental Society, etc., etc. 


IN TWO PARTS IN ONE VOLUME 


The Bible Lands, Their = 
PART I: Resultant Light on the Bi 


Tahditdie & Agdent Documents which 
PART Hl: Casio cc Maminete te Bile. 


8vo. (64x8% inches) xiv and 461 pages, including complete Indices, etc., and 111 pages containing 303 illus- 


Price, $2.00 net. 


Explorers and excavators have brought to fabs i= Bile bapa snapesiel ~ yon much ki i Som w Bible. This 
kind been offered at so small a price. 


** One of the most notable additions ever made to the literature of Biblical archaeology. . . . The gustan 
reference, and ii i i to its 
the layman or minister who would be well informed about modern research and the Bible.’ — 


ion, and the 
and History. 


Palestine, and Jerusalem 
By mail $2.25 


Never has so 


its copious and informing illustrations all 4 








1816 Chestnut Street, - 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


: - Philadelphia, Pa. 























NEW BIBLE GAME for CHILDREN 


EDUCATIONAL — FULL OF MERRIMENT 





It is played on the Map 
of Palestine. Teaches 
Name and Location of 
145 Famous Places in 
Bible History. It is 
Played with Miniature 
Shepherd Camels and 
Wise Men on Map 
14x36 inches. 

Where is Zoar ? 

is Jericho? 

Where is Timnath ? 

Can you tell their location 
af map _— looking ? 


An Ideal Birth 
or Chri 


mt 








EDUCATIONAL MAP PUBLISHING CO., 38-40 West 33rd Street, NEW YORK CITY 




















Believing on the Son of Go 


By P. MAURQ. An attempt to find in the Word of God an answer to the question, “ What is it to 
believe in Jesus Christ in such wise as to possess eternal life?’’ Recommended by The Sunday 
School Times. New edition just off the press. 15 cents, postpaid. 


© © Can a Christian Belong to Them and Still Honor Christ? Geo. 
ecre ocieties L. Hunt. New edition, revised. Recommended by The Sunday 
School Times. 


The Millennium romper ane 3 ott treatise on the Kingdom. Writ- 


the Millennium in relation to Christ, the Church, Satan, Israel, etc. 
Recommended by The Sunday School Times. g cents each. By mail, 6 cents. 


Reitzel. Should the Christian take part in politics? Thirty- 

urc an a e two packed pages with illustrated cover. Fourth edition. 

- Eighteenth thousand. § cents each. go cents per doz. postpaid. 
One each of above sent for 25 cents postpaid 


Are You Interested in beautiful Scripture-Toxt Post Cards? If so, we have 


. ' f : just what you want. 
full information with prices. Agents wanted. Liberal terms. Send for our free catalogue. 


BIBLE TRUTH DEPOT, Publishers and Booksellers, SWENGEL, Pa. 


WHAT IT 
MEANS 


§ cents each; g0 cents per dozen, postpaid. 


ible students. Seven chapters taking up 


sk us for illustrated circulars giving 
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FOR THOSE GIRLS 


in whom vou are trying to foster a seven- 
davs-a-week Christianity, “THE GIRL’S 
YEAR BOOK ” is the Christmas present for 
this year ! 
It is a cycle of Bible readings and com- 
Subscription Rates ment for every day in the year, written by 
se ua Spang oh the —— and language a 
: ris. an used as a devotion 

_The Sunday School Times is pub- Book and a birthday book. Chapter heads‘ 
lished weekly at the following rates,|] 17> Know Him, The Ways of Prayer, 
payable in advance, for either old or |] Work and Play, Being Friends, A Christ- 
new subscribers, in the United States |} mas Interlude, etc. Pocket size, blue cloth 

and Canada. These rates include | binding. 50 
postage: , Have you seen “ THE INCH LIBRARY,” 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either | | nine nfs leefiots ona Nee. greatest ine 
° to separate addresses or ina || Sts: Doxed in an inchewide case or 
- package to one address, $1 each, per year. aed suggestions for talks to girls, ete. 

ne copy, or any number o eg” : 

$1 50 copies a pice five, $1.50 Send for price list of other publications for 


Christian work amon gre notably our Bible 
each, per year. One copy, ive years, $6. study texts, used widely by Sunday School teach- 


Che Suaday School Times 


Philadelphia, December g, 1916 





ers. Mention ‘he Sunday School Times w 


f d- F 
Free Copies Gitional will be rs) eames National Board of the 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in Y Women’s Christian Associations 
a club at the $1 rate. 600 Avenue - New York City 











For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








December 18 to 24 
Mon.—Isa. 9: 2-7. “Unto Us a Son is Given.” 


The Son of God was given to be all 
that our lost and ruined condition calls 
for. This is the foundation fact of all | 
our hopes, and the fountain of all our | 
joys. great a gift excites our won- | 
der, claims our gratitude, and appeals | 
for our acceptance. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
rulers, kings, emperors, presidents, and 
those in authority. Pray that all such 
may fear God and rule in justice and 
righteousness. Pray that the nations 
may learn righteousness, for only thus 
can they be exalted. 


Tues.—Heb. 2: 1-8 The Great Salvation. 
With this salvation no other can com- 





FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which . 
includes postage: we 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to one | Now, when your interest is awakened in Revelation, 
address, § shillings each. t our 20-sheet correspondence course on the entire 
For Great Britain, Mr. T. French ie, ok tor $x Four sheets, coveriag chapters 1, 2, 3 
21 Warwick ¥ E. C., will receive | and part of 22, sent for 10 cents and five names of 
yearly or half-yeatly subscriptions at the | Sun y Schon teachers and “ - tfield, Ind 
above rate, the paper to maile rect minary 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Union Bible Se wes 9 ves eld, ~ 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the 
. Paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, SRitedcinnin Pa. 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offerings 
These boxes are so constructed that the money 
cannot be removed without destroying the box. 
Catalog free upon request. Samples of the va- 
vious styles sent on receipt of 20 cents. 


EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 
Manufacturers Folding Paper Boxes of all kinds. 
27 N. Sixth St. 526-528 Cuthbert St., Phifad’a, Pa. 











































































Over 100,000 Readers about Our 


CHRISTMAS 
CLUB OFFER 


Have you taken advantage of the Christmas Club 
er as described on page 734 of last week's issue of 
The Sunday School Times? If you haven't, there is still 
- time to send in your order before Christmas, ard the offer 


is well worth your thoughtful consideration. 








A Christmas Order Blank was enclosed with every 
copy of that issue which went to our individual subscribers, 
and also to persons who received specimen copies. Don’t 
forget the embossed Christmas cards that we are waiting to 
send to your friends a few days before Christmas. 


If you haven't already sent in your Christmas Club, 


may we again impress upon you the importance of paompt- 
ness, to avoid the usual holiday congestion of mails ? 


Mail the Order To-day 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - o . . - Philadelphia 











A Last-Minute Megaphone Call to | | 


pare, and it is so great that no one can 
fully express it. It is from the great 


to great sinners, bringing with it| Cp 


great blessings and freighted with great 
promises. To miss it will be a great 
calamity, and to neglect it a sin. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a re- 
vival of the spirit of prayer and inter- 
cession in all our churches, for an in- 
crease in the number of the praying peo- 
ple, for a genuine spiritual awakening to 
take place amongst saints, and that 
through the Church the salvation of God 
may be carried to the lost. 


Wed.—Heb. 2: $-18. The Great Saviour. 


The lesson reveals to us something of 
the perfection of Christ. As befitting 
His greatness His mission is to bring 
:“many sons unto glory.” This great 
procession is under the guidance of the 
| great Captain who is leading His own 
to glory. Am / one of the number? 


Prayer Succestions: Let us to-day 
pray for our neighbors, and those with 
whom we have made some acquaintance 
who may be around our doors. Pray 
that Christ may be so lived in us that 
' those with whom we come in daily con- 
tact may see something of His life lived 
out by us. 
ar 1: 1-18. The Only Begotten 

nm. 

| John’s “beginning” goes back to the. 
timeless, dateless eternity of the past. 
It has been said that we have here the 
profoundest page in the New Testa- 
ment, and surely the estimate is correct. 
Christ forever “was” and nothing could 
more clearly indicate His deity. We 
worship Him. 

' Prayer Succestions: Let us teach 
to our children the great world-wide 
‘vision of missions. Pray that our sym- 


i the Great Commission of our Master, 

| who said, “Go ye into all the world.” 

| Pray for the foreign speaking peoples 

who are scattered through the United 

States. 

Fri.—Luke 2: 41-51. 
ness.” 


“The Father’s Busi- 


Our Lord was in the Father’s house 
in order to be about His Father’s busi- 
ness. -The locality carried the occupa- 
tion with it. Would it be possible for 
our best friends to know our purpose 
for being in the House of the Lord? 
Our Father’s business ought to be ours. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
simpler trust in God; that the heart may 
be cleansed from all its impurities and 
that the consecration may be real: and 
true. Pray for grace to leave all per- 
plexing questions with Christ, and seek 
by the same grace to enter into abiding 
rest. 


Sat.—Matt. 3: 13-17. “The Beloved Son.” 

Christ was consecrating Himself to 
His Messianic work, and the voice out 
of the cloud was the Father’s approval 
of that act. Jesus-is thus our pattern 
and example, for if we are to have the 
Father’s approving voice sounding in 
| our hearts we must identify ourselves 
with the lost. 


PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fe the 
blessing of God to rest upon all- efforts 





pathies and interests may be as wide as | 





| 





DECEMBER 9, 191¢ 


to stem the tide of the liquor traffic; 
that Satanic political influences may be 
foiled and that the hands of those en- 
gaged in battling with the drink fiend 
may be strengthened. Pray for the 
homes of drunkards, their wives and 
their children, and that such homes may 
be speedily delivered from this terrible 
curse. 


Sun.—Luke 2: 1-14. “The Son Born.” 


“The Infant” has wondrous titles 
os Him, and they announce the ful- 

Iment of the hopes of centuries. He 
is “Saviour” who is to deliver from sin 
and sorrow. He is “Christ,” the de- 
vinely anointed one for the office of 
Prophet, Priest, and King. He is 
“Lord,” implying power, authority and 
dominion. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Church of God may once more arise and 
put on-her beautiful garments of praise 
and worship and true prayer, and go 
forth armed with the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, “ter- 
rible as an army with banners,” with 
one purpose, to win lost ones to Jesus 
rist. 


New York City. 


Tired, Nervous 


Men and Women 


who are languid, sleepless and 
physically run-down get im- 
mediate relief and lasting bene- 
fits from the regular use of 
Scott’s Emulsion after meals. 
Its chief constituent is nature’s 
greatest body-building force to 
strengthen the organs and 


‘ nerve centers, grain by ¢¢a 


grain, to rebuild physical 
and mental energy. 


‘No alcohol or opiate 
in SCOTT’ 



























LUDEN'S 


“Eanoy COUGH DROPS 
Stop “throat tickle,” clear the 5 c 
head, sweeten the breath. “: 


WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 








Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


| REVELL’S Church Treasurer’s 


(Concise—: i i —Time saving 
RECORD Witxiv ENVELOPE svStEM 
THREE SIZES, net 31.50- $2.00 $3.50 

A returnadl this Record 
Ss al Offer will be pore pected for tassios 
tion to anytreasurer.Givenumber of churchmembers 


F.H.Revell Co.,158 5th Ave.,N.Y. 125 No.Wabash, Ch 
FREE TRIAL 












tect the finest garments, 
rs, etc., from moth and 
other vermin. Finest Gift. 
Send for free catalog to-day. 


J. A. WHITE- LUMBER CO0., Box 30, Warsaw, Ill. 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


for homes and churches sent on 
AND ORGANS approval. Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Vept.T Chicago 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co.,Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northvilie, Mich. 














Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 


By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. 
Price, 90 cents, net, 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times Company 
ro3t Watnut Street, Puicapecenta, Pa. 




















LESSON FOR DEC. 24 (Isa. 9: 2-” 
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Bausch Jon 
STEREOPTICON.. 





Write for illus- 
trated circulars 
and descriptive 
price lists. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 
527 St. Paul Street, - s Rochester, N. Y. 
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Give a Christmas 1 Entertainment ! 


We 
soar Pe te oe 
tern slides, a 


priate for Xmas 
Sprecteininente, 
4 with or without opera- 
tor, on most reasonable 
terms. ing readings—‘ Early Life of 
Christ” and “Xmas Stories,” beautifully il- 
lustrated. New illustrator lantern—1000 can- 
dle power. Incandescent Bulb or Alco Ra- 
diant: Light, $40: We have over 50,000 
slides, all kinds of subjects and all makes of 
picture outfits and stereopticons. Cir- 

cular free. _ Write to-day. 


WILLIAMS, BROWN & EARLE, Inc. 
Dept. X. 918 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 


Church Oréans 


_. Katest Approved Methods. Highest 
“Grade Only. Established 1827. 


, Main Office and Works Kendal om 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 












































TheSanitary conmae Cups 











Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
The individual com- 
Tunion service. per- 
mits an impressive 


We make the finest quality of y 
beautiful polished trays and SENT FOR TRIAL 


supply thousands of satisfied con ions. Send for list of 
Tee juoches ant FREE OATALOG with quotations 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 7th St., Rochester, M. ¥. 


























MADE TO ORDER, ANY STYLE OR MATERIAL 
Special offer, either style pin here illus- 


and numerals with one or two colors of best 
$3. €0 per ducent Solid 


315.00 per dozen. Write for cata Free upon 
BASTIAN BROS. CO, 56 Bastian ext 





MW) trated, with an equal substitution of letters Qh s\y 
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nfl[ Children at Home 





The Hunting of the Swift 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ND then, and then!” went on Alice- 

Palace, “a great big norful Swift 
came and ate up the big old, bad old 
boy, but it never touched the neatly, 
tidy littly girl.” 

“Pooh,” said the hardened Henny- 


Swift’d never catch me.’ 

“Swifts can climb like anything,” re- 
sponded Alice-Palace. 

“They can’t,” objected her twin. 

“They can,” shrilled Alice-Palace, and 
the dispute was taken to the Captain. 

“Both of you are right,” was his dip- 
lomatic decision. “It all depends on the 
swift. Chimney-swifts can’t climb. 
Pine-swifts can.” 
inquired Trottie, the ornithologist of 
the Band. 

The Captain pondered deeply. “Com- 
rades,” he announced suddenly, “at day- 
break to-morrow we start to hunt the 
pine-swift to his lair. To bed at once; 
you'll need all your strength.” And the 
Captain shook his head ominously. 

That very night each member of the 
Band prepared for the vorst. Honey put 
new rubbers on his trusty slingshot with 
which he could frequently hit a barn- 
door at five paces. Trottie oiled up the 
air-rifle which he was only allowed 
to use in windowless  wildernesses. 
Henny-Penny kept up such a fusillade 
with his new popgun that Mother threat- 
ened to send him forth unarmed on the 
morrow if she heard but one more pop. 
Alice-Palace’s practise, however, was 
the most spectacular. She had a water- 
pistol, which when properly charged 
‘would propel a stream of water an un- 
believable distance. From the _ bath- 
room door she took a snapshot at 
Henny-Penny who was approaching her 
confidingly. The charge took. effect in 
the very center of a large pink ear. It 
was a long time before Henny-Penny 
could be convinced that he was not mor- 
tally wounded. 

Noon of the next day found the whole 
Band at the deserted settlement of 
Sheep Pen Hill. From every side 
through the barrens stretched long 
white paths. Eight houses empty for 
half a century were crumbling among 
the stynted pines. 

Who built them, why did they leave 
them, who kept all the paths open? 
Even the Captain cdéuldn’t answer these 
questions. Beyond the deserted settle- 
ment stretched a dry cranberry bog, into 
which the Captain led the Way, speci- 
men case in hand, for the rarest flowers 
are often found in cranberry bogs. The 
first find was a colony of deer grass, or 
meadow-beauties, with their bright cer- 
ise-colored flowers. Everywhere grew 
the orange polygala, or milkwort, a lit- 
tle cone-shaped flower of purest orange; 
while here and there they found the 
rarer cross-leafed milkwort, with its 
flowers of greenish-pink and its oppo- 
site leaves forming a perfect cross. One 
of the most beautiful of all the pine- 
barrens flowers wa. the hairy button 
snake-root, with tufted lilac flowers. 

By the side of a little stream-the Cap- 





tain pointed out to them a colony of 





Penny, “ ‘I'd whisk up a tree and the old | 


“What kind of a bird is a pine-swift?”’ | 





























SMITH BROTHERS’ 
S.B. COUGH DROPS 


Absolutely Pure. Just enough charcoal to sweeten the stomach 
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your mouth at bedtime; 
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sun-dews, those fierce little plants which 
live on tiny insects which they: trap with 
drops of sweet dew as bait. © Their 
leaves are covered with red hairs which 
close around and choke the insect. 
When lunchtime came they-started for 
the Captain’s cabin which overhung the 
brown Rancocas. As they trooped in 
hungrily they heard a loud deep hum 


which seemed to come from all parts 


of the room- at once. Just over. the 
dining-table hung from the rafter a 
swaying, goldy-brown, seething, hum- 
ming mass of bees about the size and 
shape of a long watermelon. It was.a 
runaway swarm from tome hive, which 
had come down the chimney. : The Cap- 
tain told them that if the swarm were 
not touched, it would do them no harm. 
A broken swarm, however, he said, was 
dangerous. Men and animals have been 
stung to death by accidentally running 
their heads against one. So they-all sat 
and ate and ate and ate very -quietly. 
Even Alice-Palace talked in whispers, 


‘her eyes fixed on the: swaying swarm 


above. At last the Captain announced 
that all world-records for long-distance 
eating were broken. Anyway every- 
thing was gone. So they stopped: 

Then they marched in single file 
through the piné-trees, keeping a close | 
watch for swifts. Suddenly, right 
ahead of Henny-Penny, Something shot 
across the’ hot,sand; over. the dry leaves, 
and un a tree before he could even pop 
once. All halted; with “raised weapons. 

“VW >t was that,” inquired Honey 
tremuiously. 

“That,”. said the Captain peering up 
the tree, “was a Swift.” . 

“It looked more like a Streak,” re- 
marked Trottie. 

Just then a gray-ridged head looked 
around the tree-trunk about ten feet 
up. Instantly there sped unerringly 
(more or less) toward said head a de- 
vastating volley, to wit, one buckshot, 
one pebble, ore stream of water, and no 
less than..four exceedingly loud pops. 
The fiercest Swift .could not stand 
against such a fusillade. This one did 








not even try. The head disappeared in 
a wink. Just as the Band believed the 
Swift to be fatally wounded, it peeped 
out from the other side of the tree. 
Thén in a flash it was staring at them 
from behind a branch, from back of a 
stub, from down near the foot of the 
tree, from up at the tiptop. Théefe was 
no place where that unscrupulous Swift 
might not be expected. Only when all 
the ammunition was gone did the Cap- 
tain enter the fray with a long.-stick. 
By this time the Swift was back in his 
original position, his sly head peering 
down at them. The Captaih'exécyited a 
flank movement. While the Swift was 
— teady to dodgé a frontal at- 
tack, he was suddenly dislodged by a 
well- directed poke from the rear.* As 
he struck the ground the whole Band 
pounced on him. Close at hand the 
Swift did not seem very fierce after aff. 
He was only.a spiny little lizard with a 
long wriggly tail; a-gray, black-banded 
back, and bright blue blotches along the 
lower part of his sides. He was pdssed 
from hand to hand. MHenny-Penny 
gloated over him. 

“TI bet it was my pop-gun that scared 
this old Swift down,” he bragged. 

Just then a startling thing happened. 
Henny-Penny had loosened his grip 
during his boasty talk. Suddenly the 
Swift flashed out of his hand, up his 
arm and disappeared down his neck. 
Up’ and down Henny-Penny’s bare back 
and around and across his round tummy 
and back and forth on his waving arms 
raced the Swift. As the scaly spiny lit- 
tle body xan along his bare skin, Henny- 
Penny went nearly frantic. The rest of 
the Band danced around trying to help. 
Finally just as Henny-Penny was desper- 
ately tearing off his shirt, the wretched 
Swift flashed into view again, this time 
out of one of the legs of his knicker- 
bockers and disappeared under a bush. 

“I told you Swifts could climb,” ex- 
ulted Alice-Palace, as they started for 
home; and for once Henny-Penny had 
no reply ready. 

HAverForD, Pa. 




















For His Stocking 


Get one of the attractive gift boxes of Boston Garters. 
btance that husband, father, son or brother will appreciate. 
four beautiful holiday designs. 


The Garter colors are black, white, 
GEORGE FROST COMPANY, Makers, BOSTON. ° 


' 


Sold everywhere. 


Silk, 50c. 


blue, tan, lavender and gray. 


It’s a sensible remem- 


The boxes have 
Lisle, 25c. 


' Also makers of the Velvet Grip Hose Supporters for women 









= here is an antiseptic germicide liniment— = 
Absorbine, aha Pp gh, gues 
ae t eenpe sie mms 
m om aches ; keeps 
3 oe aga and bruises from vse tf more = 
~~ serious. 
‘ADSO! 
ay It is cop a 
: ini icid isi . E : 
jatory 
= ty eine ; 
= PA] fect is prompt and lasting. 
ham Only a few drops required at an appli- 
INES $1.00 obettte at druggists 
. vr 
[=S==] A Liberal Trial Bottle — 
rh TAS will be sent you upon receipt of 8 = 
10 cents in stamps. = 
; W. F. YOUNG, P, D. F. 
291 Temple St., Springfield, Mass 


= 
fz 


PP AA 











wr 2 
‘ia 


This Catalogue shows 76 large pages 
ef the best Christmas merchandise. 
Makes gift buying easy. Send for a 
copy at once. . 


Strawobridge & Clothier 
Philadelphia 


study of the Bibleand methods of practical 
Christian work by correspondence, which is 
being received more favorably than ever 
fore, Weare offering 


EIGHT DISTINCT COURSES 


These courses give a wide range of choice, 
and we are confident we have a course that 
will meet your need. oer See and 
other literature, which we will be pleased to 
send you, will the story. Address 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
D 8 153-163 Institute Place, Chicago, Mil, 


BY CORRESPONDENC 



































TSA 








is the name of the new 
TheStar of Christmas Flag (patented) 
used for Church, Sunday- 
school, and Home decora- 
Bethlehem tions. A beautiful and useful 
article.Children aredelighted. 
Special Discounts to Churches 
THE CHRISTMAS FLAG COMPANY 


Caledonia, - - New York 
Christinas Specialties 


Index the best 
ou read in 
PREACHERS AND TEACHERS : 
books, and file clippings, by our Almost Automatic 
topical. and textual system. Send for Circulars. 
WILSON INDEX CO... Box A. East Haddam,Ct. Used 
aud commended by Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas; endorsed 
by S.S. Times. See issue of Feb. 19, 1916, last page. 


JOURNEYS OF JESUS A, Beek, for See: 


ers and Bible Students. Publisher’s price, f2.25. 
Agents wanted. Large commission. 
NONITE PUBLISHING CO., Elkhart, Ind. 
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New Christmas Books Worth Knowing 





Bible Stories to Read and Tell (Se- 
lected and arranged by Frances Jenkin 
Olcott).—There are one hundred and 
fifty of them, chosen for their story- 
telling qualities, and arranged so as to 
form an outline of Old Testament his- 
tory, as well as to emphasize the great 
facts of God’s providence with his peo- 
ple and with the world. Again a Bible 
story book for children pays tribute to 
the inspired Word, for these stories are 
given almost entirely in the words of 
the King James Version; here and there 
a word deemed wu suitable for children 
has been changed, and occasionally for 
the sake of clearness the rendering of 
the revised or other versions has been 
substituted. Valuable suggestions for 
telling Bible stories, and for the use of 
this volume, are given in the introduc- 
tion, while the whole book is designed 
to lead children to a wider reading of 
the Bible. References to both Old and 
New Testaments are given at the close 
of many of the stories, so that the chil- 
dren may turn to their Bibles for fuller 
information. Eight colored plates by 
Pogany, and the beautiful cover in blue 
and gold, help to make the volume ex- 
ceedingly attractive for gift purposes. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston 


‘and New York, $2 net.) 


4 
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 
(Third Edition).—With 1,248 pages, 
1,700 illustrations, treating about 100,000 
words, with numerous supplemental 
vocabularies and helps, in a book less 


‘than 1%4 inches thick and measuring less 
ithan 6 by 9g inches, this 1917 abridge- 


ment of Webster’s New International 


| Dictionary is a triumph in English dic- 








tionary making. The editors had the 
every-day user of English in mind as 
well as the college student, and for ordi- 
nary uses rarely would one need to go 
to unabridged dictionaries. In addition 
to the full vocabulary, including many 
foreign words of frequent occurrence in 
English, the average writer and reader 
will welcome the clear and concise in- 
formation on rules for spelling, punctu- 
ation, abbreviations, as well as the vo- 
cabularies of foreign words and phrases, 
biographical dictionary, pronouncing 
Gazeteer, and the new glossary of Scot- 
tish words and phrases of such frequent 
occurrence in literature. The binding 
and general get-up of this “edition de 
luxe” are in keeping with the high qual- 
ity of the dictionary itself, and the 
volume is an admirable gift book. (G. 
and C. Merriam Company, Springfield, 
Mass.; art canvas cover, $3.50; full seal, 
$5; full levant morocco, } 
we 

When the Blind Saw (By David de 
Forest Burrell).—This blind boy’s fa- 
ther made him a beggar but in his heart 
he was a shepherd, and he won the af- 
fection of an old shepherd, Elon, one of 
the keepers of the sacrificial flocks near 
Bethlehem to whom the angel’s Christ- 
mas announcement was made. As the 
blind boy Nathan grows the reader 
shares in his eager hope that one day 
Christ shall touch his eyes, and it is as 
though a personal friend were con- 
cerned when the blind man = goes to 
wash in the pool of Siloam and comes 
seeing. The shepherds at the manger, 
the wise men, the visit to the temple, 
and other events of His life are woven 
into the story of Nathan in a delight- 
fully tatural way. But best of all the 
little tale makes vividly real and per- 
sonal what His touch meant to one blind 
man; and back of every one of Christ’s 
miracles of healing was some _ such 
touching story of real human experi- 
ence. The little volume, with its at- 
tractive art cover, is an ideal Christmas 
gift. (American Tract Society, New 
York, 50 cents.) 


The Keswick Calendar for 1917.— 
The calendar not only serves as a daily 
reminder of the great convention in 
Keswick, England, where thousands 





———— 


gather every July for the “Macoeting of 
the spiritual life,” but it brings ily 
messages of just the sort that come wi 

such power from the Keswick platfotm. 
The calendar pad is mounted on an 
artistic board back with a beautiful view 
lithographed in colors, and each of its 
pages contains the date in bold figures, a 
choice Scripture “text, and the little 
spiritual message so admirably adapted 
for meditation. A number of writers 
are men who have spoken at the Kes- 
wick convention. Great living devo- 
tional writers are represented; such as 


Bishop Moule, Andrew Murray, F. B. | 


Meyer, Dr. Griffith Thomas. Others are 
of the past generation, as Dr. A. J. Gor- 
don, Spurgeon, A. T. Pierson, while an 
older generation is represented by Au- 
gustine. Many American Christians 
will be glad to learn that this exceptional 
little calendar can now be had con- 
veniently in America. (Bible Truth 
Depot, Swengel, Pa.; single copies, 45 
cents postpaid; two copies, 85 cents; 6 
copies, $1.35; and special prices in 
larger quantities.) 


The Book of Books.—Among the 
numberless helps of every sort for the 
study of the Bible, it may safely be said 
that this is different from any of its 
predecessors. It consists of sixty-six 
little wooden blocks, shaped like books. 
Each little book is paper-covered, and 
on it is printed condensed information 
about the book of the Bible that it rep- 
resents, telling the author, the time 
written, and a description of the book | 
and its purpose, together with a brief | 
analysis of its contents. The ten divis- 
ions of the books of the Bible are rep- | 
resented by ten different colors, and the 
sixty-six little books are contained in a 
neatly finished miniature oak book- 
case, slightly under twelve inches in 
length and height. For making Bible 
study a pleasure to the children it! 
would be hard to find anything to excel 
this clever device. The little tots too 
small to know the books of the Bible 
can have pleasure with the blocks, and | 
for the older ones games of all sorts can 
be devised for imparting information | 
about the books and their contents. A | 
decidedly valuable feature of the whole 
plan is the excellence of the brief | 
synopses of facts about the book. These | 
simple little studies are also printed to- 
gether in a little supplement that accom- 
panies the set. (Endeavor Printing 
Company, Endeavor, Pa., $2.50 prepaid.) 

we 





Tell Me a Hero Story (By Mary 
Stewart).—In the minds of most chil- 
dren, boys and girls alike, every good 
story ought to be a “hero story.” The 
score of heroes who come trooping out 
of this latest book by one of America’s | 
famous story-tellers, will thrill the 
hearts of any company of boys and girls. 
Miss Stewart, whose new tellings of 
Bible stories for the children’s hour 
have called forth the highest praise, and 
who achieved equal success in the realm 
of fairy stories, has now added to the 
debt the children owe her by calling 
forth heroes of ancient and modern 
times and of many lands, telling their 
stories in a way that will most delight 
the American children of her own day. 
The volume begins with an Egyptian 
tale of “The Doomed Prince,” with the 
story-teller’s own ending, however, and 
there follow famous stories of love or 
adventure in India, Japan, China, Serbia, 
and other lands. There are two chap- 
ters given to Roland, and one to Sigurd 
and’ the Dragon, and then there is the 
more modern and more real, though not 
less thrilling, story of Kosciusko. The 
delightfully Christmassy volume, with 
its colored illustrations that are aglow 
with the spirit of heroism and romance, 
closes with two stories of heroes of to- 
day, one of a French boy on the battle- 
field of Europe, and last of ail the story 
of a little New York errand-boy hero. 
(Fleming H. Revell Company, Chicago 
and New York, $1.25 net.) 
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The Latest Book on Teacher Training 
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as practicable in the smaller as in the larger ones. 
All About the Junior 
By Mrs. Elizabeth ° 
Binding, 16mo. 143 pages, by 
mail, 56 cents. 
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A GREAT BIBLE INSTITUTE 


IN FLORIDA 


A Bible Study Institute will be conducted in the Con- 
ference Auditorium at Crescent City, Florida, Febru- 
ary 20th to March aoth, r9rz7. The following lecturers 
of nation-wide reputation will teach connected courses: 


C. 1. Scofield, D.D.:, Editor, Scofield Bible, New Y ork. 
Cc. 4 Trumbull, Editor, The Sunday School ‘Times, 
hiladelpkia, Pa. 
Geo. E. Guille, Author, Lecturer of the Extension 
riment of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
Wa. L. Pettingill, Author, Dean of the Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, Philadelphia, Pa. 
. H. Dowkontt, Superintendent of the Fulton 
Street Noon Prayer Meeting, New York. 
Lewis S. Chafer, Author and Teacher, New York. 
Dr. Scofield will speak five hours each week, pre- 
senting a course covering the entire New ‘Testament. 
Other teachers will conduct courses of study in 
Bible doctrines, and the Christian’s life and service. 
The tcoceing wae be in lecture form only, and free ot 
any tuition charge. 
Secure entertainment or additional information by 
addressing the 


Bible Institute Secretary, Crescent City, Fla. 
PLEASE PASS THIS NOTICE ON 
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Correspondence Bible School 
Covering the Bible in three years 
Rev. A. B. SIMPSON, DIRECTOR 

Price, $5.00 per year or so cents per month. This 
Course emphasizes the spiritual teaching of the 
Holy Scriptures along the line of Deeper Christian 
Life, practical faith in the supernatural, ahd the 

ord’s Premillennial Coming. Students may be- 
gin at any time, Send stamp for ful! particulars. 
692 Eighth Avenue . - ew York 





For the “ Saints” only 


May Christians Fight ? 


By Huntington Stone 
Price, sc. per copy. 4§c. per duzen. Post free. 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
702 Knickerbocker Bidg., Los Angeles, Cal. 

















Are You a Young Woman 


of limited means who desires to prepare for Christian 

Soryise ? on — es rR auffier earned 
rainin 00 ‘owler Ave., Cleveland, 

Ohio. Mrs. MARY WOUSTER MILLS, Principal. 


THE TEACHER’S FRIEND 


That’s the way thousands of teachers 
have reftrred to these handy little 


Moore Push-Pins 


Push-less Hangers and other Push devices to 
fisten pictures, charts, maps, decorations, etc., to 
_— ee nailsortacks.Send for free samples. 
oore Push-Pins ' 
Glass Heads, Steel Points. } consent 
Moore Push-less Hangers— } aso _ 
for heavy pictures. sizes, j phon Reinga 
The froates with the Twist. or by mail. 
MOORE SH-PIN CO., Dept. 39, Philadelphia. 
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will be well spent if you add a few vol- 
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Oxford Teacher’s Bibles 


All contain the famous Oxford Teacher’s Helps 
Note—The descriptions of styles listed below are printed in type similar to that used in the Bibles described. 
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and Their Theology 
By A. H. Strone, D.D. Acom- 
panion volume to ‘‘Great Poets 
and Their Theology.’’ A valu- 
able work from the pen of a great 
man. $7.00 net; postage exira. 


Transplanted Truths 
Volume II. Philippians. By AL- 
vAH S. Hopart, D.D. A com- 
panion volume to the author's 
work on the Ephesians. Dr. 
Hobart seeks to explain in mod- 
ern speech and to apply to mod- 
ern conditions certain great pas- 
sages in Paul's letter of friendship 


to the Philippians and some allied Hogan and Hogan 
texts. 75 cents nel. 


The Social Ideals 
of the Lord’s Prayer 
By PERRY J. STACKHOUSE. A fine 


book for Men's Classes in Churches 
or Christian Associations. 75 


Concerning Jesus Christ 
the Son of God 


By WILLIAM C. WILKINSON. A 
splendid defense of the fact of the 
resurrection, $7.00 ned. 


The Perennial Revival 


By W. B. RiLey. Practical in- 
terpretation of the ideals and 
methods of New Testament soul- 
winners marks these earnest chap- 
ters which are flooded with the 
warmth and vividness of a plat- 
form speaker's direct address to 
his audience. $7.00 net, 


Theology in Overalls. By CHARLES 
A. MCALPINE. Jncluding eight 
pictures. Here is a book full of 
the keenest wit and shrewdest ob- 
servations on many problems of 
pressing importance in our day. 
Every oneowill -want)to read the 
book and pass iton. $7.00 net. 
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Shall We Return to Bible Memorizing ? 


By a member of the world-wide “ Bible Success Band ” 








Bible was an almost universal custom through- 

out Christendom. It was one of the chief 
means of grace used to instruct young Christians, ands 
to strengthen adults in the faith. John Ruskin gives 
his personal testimony to such training, and speaks 
in no uncertain tone as to its effect on his life and 
character. He says: “I opened my oldest Bible just 


Ai Bite was an a or two ago memorizing the 


‘now, yellow now with age, and flexible, but not un- 


clean, with much use, except that the lower corners 
of the pages at the eighth chapter of first book of 
Kings and the thirty-second chapter of Deuteronomy 
are worn somewhat thin and dark; the learning of 
these two chapters have caused me much pains. My 
mother’s list of chapters, with which, every syllable 
learned accurately, she established my soul in life, 
has just fallen out of it. And truly, though I have 
picked up the elements of a little further knowledge, 
this material instillation of my- mind in that property 
of chapters, I count very confidently the most 
precious, and, on the whole, the one essential part of 
my education.” 

During the past generation this grand old custom 
of learning the Bible by heart has been gradually 
falling into disuse. Ten years ago, however, a move- 
ment was started for learning a verse of Scripture 
daily, which has been a means of blessing to multi- 
tudes in lands near and far. The movement is called 
the Bible Success Band, and was started by Mrs. 
E. A. R. Davis, in Birmingham, England. It was 
begun in a small way, chiefly for the benefit of the 
founder’s family. But it met a real need among 
Christian people, and it has now become a world- 
wide movement, and is helping materially to revive 
the custom of bygone years of storing God’s Word 
in the heart, that, as the Psalmist declares, we may 
be kept from sin. 

Christian leaders and editors of religious papers 
have realized the tremendous influence for good of 
this quiet but effective movement, and have heartily 
commended it. Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, the Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, wrote a few years ago: 
“There are peculiar and very rich blessings in the 


memorizing of Scripture. The present writer can 
testify that in the Scripture which he has this year 
been committing to memory he has found riches that 
he had never seen before, though that same Scrip- 
ture has long been familiar to him. And he is grate- 
ful to the Bible Success Band for leading him into 
these riches. It is the use of the plan of that Band 
that has brought him, with thousands of others, into 
the new blessings of Scripture hid in the heart.. The 
Bible Success Band is quietly doing its work around 
the globe; it has the quietness, and it has also the 
power, of him who says, ‘Be still, and know that I 
am God.’” 

In an editorial in The Record of Christian Work 
recently, the writer said: “We note the coming of 
a movement for which we have long hoped—a move- 
ment for the encouragement of Scripture memoriza- 
tion. Its plan of operation is the learning of a verse 
daily, with frequent reviews, until whole chapters and 
Psalms are made an enduring possession. It has 
spread in Christian and missionary lands. An Aus- 
tralian merchant says of it: ‘The daily verse has be- 
come as much an institution as the daily porridge.’ ” 

The Editor of The Herald of Holiness in welcom- 
ing the advent of the Bible Success Band recently 
said: “That was a superb practise of the Sunday- 
schools in the old days, of making the pupils commit 
verses of Scripture to memory, and repeat them pub- 
licly. . . . Many an old country Sunday-school, fifty 
or seventy-five years ago, accomplished more in 





The wonderful little Bible Success Band 
booklet for 1917, beautiful as a Christ- 
mas gift, costs only 12 cts., if ordered 
in quantities of ten or more ; or a single 
copy can be had for 15 cts. The Sunday 
School Times Co. can fill orders at once. 

















teaching the Bible to the pupils than many modern, 
fully-equipped, and splendidly organized Sunday- 
schools. They went at it in a crude way. They were 
poorly organized, and had few of the modern appli- 
ances. They simply believed in and loved the Bible, 
and loved the children, and believed they should be 
trained up in the knowledge of the Word of God as 
enjoined in the Holy Book. With these convictions 
they struck at the very heart of the matter, and 
sought to get the letter of the Bible imbedded in the 
memories of the children. 

“We rejoice to know that there is a movement on 
foot for the purpose of reviving this splendid prac- 
tise. It would be a benediction if this movement 
would become world-wide, until every Sunday-school 
pupil memorized a goodly number of verses of Scrip- 
ture every week. Let the young people’s organiza- 
tions, and the Sunday-school teachers, and _ the 
pastors of all the churches, take hold and push the 
matter of a return to this good old-time habit.” 

Dr. W. H. Fitchett, the Australian editor and au- 
thor, gave an inspiring message to the Band on the 
blessing of memorizing God’s Word, in which he 
said: “Multitudes miss the divine sweetness of the 
Bible simply because they do not know it. There are 
many ways of studying the Bible; but the most fruit- 
ful form of study—and the basis of all other studies 
—is to store the very words of the divine Book in 
the memory as an enduring possession.” Dr. Fitchett 
wrote from experience, for he told the writer that it 
had been his custom for years, when in Melbourne, 
to rise early in the morning to commit a portion of 
God’s Word to memory. 

The tenth anniversary booklet of the Bible Success 
Band, for 1917, has just been issued. It is the most 
beautiful and attractive of all the booklets issued by 
the Band during the last decade. In addition to its 
illuminated cover design, after the style of the 
medieval missals, it contains the list of Scripture 
verses to be memorized during the coming year; and 
stirring messages from such well-known Christian 
leaders as Dr. Andrew Murray, Dr. W. A. Sunday, 
Dr. J. H. Jowett, and Dr. Stuart Holden. The book- 
let is a work of art, and makes an ideal Christmas 
present for the members of a Sunday-school class, or 
for sending to friends. The booklets may be had in 
quantities of ten or more at 12 cents each, or a single 
copy at 15 cents, from The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia. 

Will you not pray for God’s richest blessing upon 
this movement, and that during the coming year large 
numbers may be led to return to the glorious custom 
of committing God’s Word to memory? 





















































CAN YOU TELL WHAT THIS 


PICTURE MEANS? 
Earn a Reward by Answering This 


HE. illustration represents a verse in the Old Testament. 
Even at first glance it is almost impossible to look at it 
without calling to mind the scene it represents in the Bible— 
and yet we believe that there truly are few people who can 
quote from memory a verse (or verses) from the Bible 
which describes or applies to it. 





Thousands of people are in the same position that you are. In- 
deed, this is so characteristic of prevailing conditions that the Christian 
Herald is.making a special effort to diffuse greater knowledge of the 
Bible. For this reason we offer you a souvenir for correctly applying a 
Bible verse to the above illustration. 


Once we have ascertained your interest in the Bible, we will offer 
a larger opportunity, in which real cash rewards are offered. 


So open your Bible to the chapter which you consider describes 
the scene. Select one or more verses—as many as five if you wish— 
that you think are descriptive of or described by the picture. Copy 
these verses on a piece of paper and mail to us, with the Coupon 
printed below. 


You'll find it fascinating and enjoyable to hunt out the verses for 
this one picture. It will give you only the smallest idea of the pleasure, 
fun and educational importance of the new Christian Herald Bible 
Picture Study which is being conducted by the Christian Herald. We 
will gladly send you information about the Bible Picture Study, a most 
stimulating and absorbing contest. 


One Thousand persons are to receive cash rewards for their suc- 
cess in selecting Bible verses. See if you can be a winner, too! 
Not simply a smaller winner. No! You may earn $600.00, or 
$800.00, yes, even $1,000.00 in cash by applying good judg- 


ment and plain common sense in selecting the verses. 





ITH the small souvenir and information about our Bible 
Study, we shall send a copy of the Christian Herald itself 
—bringing to you a wealth of entertainment—bubbling over 
with chatty information about here and abroad, with a story 
or two so vividly told that its characters fairly live and breathe, 

pictures that hold the attention, and broad-gauged articles by keen- 

sighted writers. The Bible, the homes, Sunday-school work, mission- 
aries—all these topics are treated in a wonderfully interesting manner 
in each issue. 





During the past year the Christian Herald conducted a similar 
study; there were over three thousand dollars in cash rewards. 

In the new Bible Picture Study there are rewards amounting to 
$5,628.00 in cash. 

This liberal offer is an inducement in itself. Aside from this, 
however, comes the keen pleasure and the valuable religious information 
you will obtain by joining in the Bible Study. 

Read what some of the participants in last year’s contest wrote: 


Mrs. W. T. Crawford said, “| cannot begin to tell you how I 
enjoyed the Bible Picture Contest.” 


Mary M. Lyon wrote, “I! was interested, yes, wonderfully 
interested, and got not only pleasure, but | profited from the contest.” 


John F. Ruth wrote, “ Working out the answers has been a 
treat of a most fascinating kind—it is the greatest plan of the kind I 
have ever met.” 


Only three, these, of hundreds of similar letters. You'll enjoy 
the Bible Picture Study, too. 


It’s easy to find out about the interesting details, —just answer this adver- 
tisement and fill out the Coupon. We want to surprise and delight you. 





% CUT THIS COUPON OUT OR COPY IT 


a 





We want to make you happy. You 
will give us just the opportunity 
that we are seeking if you take 
advantage of this offer. Let your 
acquaintances participate, too! 











To THE CHRISTIAN HERALD 
800 Bible House, New York City 


Herewith, on a sheet of paper, (,*,) the verse(s) from the Old 
Testament that I consider suitable to the picture printed in 
your announcement. This will show you that I am interested 
in knowing about your second Bible Picture Study. So please 
send me full particulars; also the souvenir reward and a 
specimen copy of Christian Herald. 


Se Name ae yee 


Full Postal Address ........ 


If some of your friends would also 

like to answer this advertisement, 

they may do so by copying the cou- 

pon and sending to the Christian 

Herald with their selected verse or 

verses which apply to the picture 
printed above. 
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